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Being an Era as remarkable, for the pre- 
ſent critical State of this Kingdom, as 
for the Periodical Celebration of the . 


Jubilee at Rome. 5 1 
| Moft humbly recommended to Men in all Ste- A 


tions ; but more particularly, to the High, 
Mighty, and Powerful — us. | 


li 


By a ſincere Lover of his Country. 
Dui capit, ille facit. E 
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J O ccher;Perſon can be ſo pro- 


perly the Patron of a ral, 
or religious Eſfay, as He, who 


is firſt, in Eocleſiaſtical Power and'Dig- + 


* pity, and has the principal Gareof Mag 
der 1 Religion, Ls 9 
blöd A 2 
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Truſt and Direction; and, if to this we 
add the wiſe, benevolent, and conſcien- , 


tious Diftnarye of that great Province, 
fo happily conlign'd to Your Grace's 


Adminiſtration, this affords a new and 
inſsrmountable Motive, to beg ſo auſ- 


picious a Patronage, to every Attempt 
of this Nature. 
WO MAY 


: "Tx : Alathoe, My Lord, is "Cencble 


there muſt be many Deſects, in a ſmall 


Treagiſe, ſo meanly executed] for the 
Support of ſo important a Cauſe; but 
as his Views and Intentions were good, 

he ho 5, from Vour Grace's many hu- 
The ties, to find” rm 0 I 
Pardon. HO ene! * 
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- Tire State of Virtue and Religion 


ee none can be a better 


Jullge of than Your Grace; nor any) 
1 1 9 #k bleſs'd 
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DEDICATION. »v 
bleſs d with more conſpiciious Talents 
for adorning and defending them; heal 
ing the dangerous Wounds they have 


received, from a corrupt and degenerate 
Age, and reſtoring them to that Purity 
and Vigour,, * Js ag are 
fallen. 


' inn IL 4 or A id 3 
Tux Proſpect of. a long and em- 
proving; Continuance, in that high Of- 
fice, to Which: bur Grace, by Divine 
Providence, has been promoted, muſt 
give the utmoſt Foy to all true Lovers 
of God and their Country; and this 


ceeding Times be — as one 0 


of the nioſt fortunate in our Ti/ 
Annals, 


Tur Your Grace may fit many 


Years in Honour, at the Helm of our 3 


A3 happy 


d- 
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happy Eſtabliſhment, and receive both | 
the temporal and eternal Rewards of & | 
fanhbful Governor in Church and State, 
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HO the uſual Method, taken by thoſe, 
who would be efteem'd true Lovers of 
their Country, is to contribute, in ſome 

eminent Degree, to promote its Riches, or ſome 
other temporal Emolument, independent of all 

other Conſiderations ;3 yet for once, I ſhal 
attempt to diſplay my Patriotiſm in a ſpiritual 
Capacity, and, on the Side of Virtue and Reli- 
gion, offer. ſome Remarks, which will, I am ſure, 
if well digeſted, and made the Rule of Human 


Conduct, prove the beſt and only ſtable Foun- 


dation for true Proſperity, 2 and 1 
Glory. ö 7 

Ir is but too obvious to perceive, a 3 
the Country we live in, falls into Poverty, Di- 


ſtreſs, or Contempt of any kind, we immedi- 
ately conclude, that our own Wiſdom, Bene. 


volence, and Fortitude, are - ſufficient Cures to 


re the Malady; and that if our Religion, 
A 4 Lives, 
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Lives, Liberties, or Properties, be at any Time 
invaded or in Danger, it is but exerting the uſual 
Means of common Policy, Diligence and Reſo- 
lution, to protect and defend us. 


Rc > 


How oft', for Inſtance, have the Inhabitants 
of this Iſland, wherein we ſojourn, been viſited - 
with Famine, or ſuch a Scarcity of thoſe Provi- 
ſions, neceſſary to the Suſtenance of Life, that 
Numbers of the poorer Sort efpecially, have pe- 
riſhed for Want, and others have been reduced 

to the loweſt Ebb of Miſery and Deſolation ? 
and under this ſhocking Calamity, the only Re- 
dreſs apply'd, or thought of, has been, by the | 
Bounty and Contributions of the more wealthy, | 
10 to aſſiſt the indigent; and to propoſe, I cannot 
ſay execute, ſome future Schemes of Prudence 
or Induſtry, for * againſt the like fatal 
Accident. | 


Harn not epidemical and infectious Diſtem- 
pers likewiſe, in many Seaſons, but in thoſe 
chiefly, ſubſequent to Famine and Want, ſwept 
off Multitudes before them, like a Torrent; 

and yet in this Extremity, beſide ſome Charity 
to the Poor, in Point of neceſſary Food or Me- 
© dicine, what other Means have been uſed for 
prefent or future Preſervation ? 
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To name no more, how oft! has a State of 
War been our Lot, and threaten'd us with the 
Loſs of all thoſe Bleſſings and Coniforts, Which 


are moſt dear to us? Vet to ward off ſuch a Scene 


of univerfal Danger and Ruin, are not Force, 
Numbers, and Policy, the principal -Points; 
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** n Virwes wy F 
are all of them moſt eſſential to Happineſs 


Evils, I ſhall readily grant ; but then I fear 
that on all Emergencies of this Kind, the Pri- 
mum Mobile, if I may ſo expreſs it, or the Cor- 
ner · ſtone, on which the whole Building muſt 
depend, is for the molt Part quit: laid * and 
mrs a n Toms 8 „ee T 
\ 15 D Ut 

ar will coth ne * * — to 
diſcover my Intimation here, that without the 
Concurrence of Divine Aid and Favour, ng Se- 
ceſs' in any Undertaking is to be hoped for that 
theſe, in the Proſeaution of every Deſign, ought 
carefully to be ſought and rely*d upon; and that 
nothing, but a publick State of Piety and V irtne, 
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Us » 
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all the various Inſtances of national Diſtreſs 
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OWitekgr es dontendxts th great Tru, 1 
muſt either deny, that there is any ſuch Thing 
An Divine Providence; to ſuperimtend and con · 


troul the Conduct of Mankind M or, granting 


there be, that Vice ani Impiety ſhall de any Ob- 
ſtructibin to them; in the Execution of theit En- 
terprizes, or their obtaining à free Indulgence 
from e in all their 2 and E 


ENSTITo! Dit {1 


—— Sd of thin Kind are diteAly 


oppoiſte to the common Iiftates of ' Senſe and 


Reafoh, ſo are they the very Neveiſe of all chat 


God Mimi his revtaled to us; and however 
we of this Age and Nation may either reſe& or 


dempile theſe ſacred Records of his Wil, which: 


lie Hath afforded us, yet here I muſt produce theit 
Teſtimony, that tho“ * there are many Devices 
in a Man's Heart, nevertheleſs, the Counſel of the 


Lord, that ſhalt fan; and that all the Attempts 
of wicked Men are; in the Prophet : Ezetiel's 
Phraſe; but 4 building & Wall. zoith untemper d 


Mortir, but in a hott Time they ſball find, that. 


hiv he nme . and they that pid 


— who are Membeis: mA the eftabliſi's 
Church in this Kingdom,” boaſt ourſelves of the 


| Puteſt reform'd Religion, and that which, in its 


Doctrine and Worſhip, comes neareſt to the 
Standard 


ee Prov. xi. 21. + Es. xiii. 10. 
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Standard of the primitive apoſtolick Church, of 


any that ſince that Age has appear'd in the 
World; and I verily believe, if Prejudice, or 
Partiality, or Intereſt, or Faction were not ſo 
prevalent, and that ſound Reaſon and Convic- 
tion only took Place, it would univerſally be 
thought ſo : But what Advantage have we from 
this Purity and Excellence of our Religion ? 
None that I know of, except it be this, that 
from our Living ſo directly in oppoſition to it, it 
will contribute ſo much the more ſurely to our 
own Condemnation, and that our neglected Op- 
portunities of Light and Knowledge, will riſe up 
in Judgment againſt us, and make our Condition 
much worſe. than Theirs, who have ever been 
wrapp'd up in the thickeſt Clouds of Ignorance 
and Darkneſs, 


Wr have reform'd indeed from the Errors of 
Popery, which ſeem by the beſt Information we 
can have, to be very great and abominable, i in- 
conſiſtent with Reaſon, and . contrary to the 
Word of God; we have likewiſe, by our 


Conformity to the eſtabliſh'd Religion of our 


Country, as it has impoſed no Terms of ſinful 
Communion upon us, avoided the dangerous 


Sin of making, from unwarrantable Grounds, 


a Rent and Schiſm in the Church of Chri/ ; 
But will all this do our Buſineſs, think we, with- 
out 
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out living up to the ſalutary Rules of that Pro- 
feſſion which we have choſen ? Or will the Name 
of our Church alone do us any Honour or Ser- 
vice? So far otherwiſe, that our Enemies juſtly 
brand us with the utmoſt Inſincerity and Preva- 


rication, in proſeſſing a Religion, whofe Rules 


and Authority we neglet and deſpiſe; by 
which Means, inftead of encouraging others 
to join our Communion, we are a Stumb- 
ling-block in the Way of their Reformation, 
and we at once obſcure the Glory of our own 
Church, and ftrengthen theirs, in all thoſe De- 


ſects and Corruptions with which it abounds. 


From theſe Conſiderations, and the certain 
Confequence of an Incongruity betwixt Princi- 
ple and PraQice, I think it. muſt be evident, that 


the Character, I will not ſay, of a moral, but 


even of a wicked Heathen, is much pref&table 

to that of a bad Cbriſtian; and that the Dif- 
grace of a contumacious Member is always pro- 
portionably greater, as his Profeſſion is the more 
noble and perfect. | 


Tux Duties of the Chriſtian Religion are 
all ſumm'd up in thoſe three comprehenſive 
Branches of Repentance, Faith, and Obedi- 
ence; now let us look around us, and ſee how | 


well theſe Duties are diſcharged. * 
As. 


„ 
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find Things wear a better Face, and the pretend - 
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As to the Firſt, If the Bulk of Chriſtians 
amongſt us ſhew Marks of any Kind of Re- 
pentance at all, -it ſeems only to be this, that 
they are heartily ſorry, their Sins ſhould have 
any Reſtraint or Limitation at all put upon 
them; and ſo far are they from grieving at the 
— of their Nature, or having any true 
Contrition for their actual Tranſgreſſions, that 


their real Concern is, that from the Circum- 


ſtances of their Conſtitution and Mortality, the 


Power of committing them ſhould ever be im- 
paired, or come to a Period. 


. UnDpeR this Branch of their Duty too, they 
are obliged, and engage themſelves to renounce 
the Devil and all his Works, the Pomps and 
Vanities of this wicked World, and all the ſin- 
ful Luſts of the Fleſh : Now unleſs by renoun- 
cing theſe Things be intended, their Love and 


Affection for them, their courting and embra- 


cing them, and their leading a conſtant Life of 
Slavery in the Purſuit and Enjoyment of them, 
cannot diſcover in what other Senſe they can 
make the leaſt Pretence to their practiſing =y 
one of theſe Points of Repentance. 
z 
Bur let us proceed next to the Second great 
Duty of our Religion, and here perhaps we may 


ed 
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ed Members of Chri/?s Body be aſham'd, at 
leaft, in an open and publick Manner, to deny 
that Faith, into which they have been baptized, 
and in Token of which they carry their Chrif+ 

tian Name, as the Madge of | their Profeſſion. 


HERE alas inſtead of brightning upon our 
Hands, the Scene grows more dark and melan- 
choly, and the only Species of Faith, which thou- 
ſands of profeſs d Chriſtians openly proclaim to 
the World, and moſt of them by their Conduct 
demonſtrate their Zeal for, is plainly this, that 
they do not believe one ſingle Article of Divine 
Revelation at all, and that the whole is a mani- 
feſt Falſhood and Impoſture; not that I can pre- 
ſume, they really, and in their Conſcience, reject 
abſolutely the Truth of Points, founded upon 
ſuch inconteſtable Evidence and Authority, but 
that their Infidelity is the beſt Apology they can 
make for a Life of Sin and Impiety ; and indeed, 
if they muſt be wicked, I think 'tis more for 
their Honour, to renounce their Creed, than 
ſeem to believe it; tho! it is a little prepoſterous 
at the fame Time, that they don't likewiſe give 
up all Title to the Name and Profeflion of a 
nt Mian. 

\ 

fe in theſe two firſt Duties of Repentance and 
"_ there be ſuch a viſible Defection of thoſe, 

who 


AN Year's Gr. 15 


who paſs. ftill for Members of the Chriſtian 
Church, we need: not be at much Pains to find 
out how they execute the Third, I mean that 
of their Obedience, or their keeping God's Com- 
mandments, and walking in the ſame all the 
Days of their Life. The refuſing to renounce 
Sin, and yet conſenting to practiſe Righteouſ- 
neſs, are Points ſo much the Reverſe of each 
other, and inconſiſtent in all their Ends and 
Deſigns, that they never can meet in the ſame 
Heart and Affections, nor can it be ſuppoſed, 
that the Commands of that Maſter or Inſtitution 


can influence Obedience, whofe Laws and Au- 


W neee 


Hang dent At leaſt, we may e of 
1 Cbriſtians all of a Piece, and thro! 
the whole Courſe of their Conduct quite regu- 
lar and conſiſtent; for as they will not renounce 
their Sins and Corruptions, ſo neither will they 
pretend to credit the Articles of that Faith which 


. enjoigs this; and from both the Conſequence. is 


manifeſt, that they neither will, or do obey thoſe 
Laws, which the ſame Authority has preſcrib'd 


- as the Rule of their Duty and Obſervance, 


Their Infidelity and Rejection of the Chriftian 
Scheme they pretend to defend from the Law 
of their Nature, as they ſtile it, which God, 
uy affirm, has univerſally impreſs'd upon every 


Man's 


16. 4New YraR%s GIF 7. 
Man's Mind, ſufficient enough for the Practice 
of all Divine and Human Duties, and which of 
Courſe, renders the nin to * mend 
Laws quite vain and erroneous. 

. ow, not to mention the great Abſurdity of 
profeſs'd Chriſtians denying the Truth and Va- 
lidity of Divine Revelation, ſo neither ſhall I 
dwell here upon the evident Incongruity and 
Inſufficiency of a natural Law, 'to anſwer all 
the Purpoſes of Virtue and Religion: This it is 
not my Province at preſent to enter upon; be- 
ſides, that it is a Subject already moſt accurately 
handled by many Writers of Ability and Genius; 
but that Men's eſpouſing the Light and Perfec- 
tion of a natural Law, is a mere Pretext, in or- 
der to throw off the Obligation of all Laws in 
general, is evident from hence, That this very 

Law, which they contend for, is the Subſtance 
of thoſe Commandments, at firſt given by God 
to the Fews, and afterwards renew'd by our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour to the Chriſtian Church; and yet ſo 
lame and imperfe& is their Obſervance of it, 
that I am ſure the moral Behaviour of moſt of 
them would rather be a Blemiſh, than add any 
Reputation, to the Life and Manure of a an or- 
dinary Heathen. 


» 
* * 
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As in other Affairs, ſo in thoſe of a religious 
and moral Nature, it has been long, and juſtly 
| obſerved, that Modes and Cuſtoms have eaſily 
deſcended from Superiors to the lower Clafles of 


Mankind, and that the Multitude have ever 
thought themſelves ſafe and commendable, in the 
Imitation of thoſe, whoſe Wealth, or Rank, or 
Power, had placed them in a higher Station, 
The Art of evading the Obligations of Reli- 
gion, and refining upon the. Legality of indul- 
ging natural Appetites, is not the common Ta- 


lent of vulgar Minds; upon ſuch, in their own 
Sphere, the Sanctions of God's Laws, and the 


Terrors of Sin and Judgment, make uſually a 
very ſtrong Impreſſion; but where Riches, Pre- 
eminence and a licentious Life, have open' d 


the Field, and furniſh'd the Means, for ſenſual 
Gratifications; and where Converſe, and ſome | 


Skill in Sophiſtry, have enabled an abandon'd 


Mind, to form ſpecious Arguments, in Favour - 


of Vice and Error, againſt Truth and Virtue, 
there the Contagion begins, and diffuſes. itſelf 
gradually ' thro' the low deluded Crowd; and 
thus the Evil of one exalted Sinner, tainted in 


Principle, and a vitious Indulgence, ſhall ſpeedi- 
ly infect thouſands, by the ſole Power of Exam- 
ple and Imitation. 


F 
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A Peaſant, who in his Youth had often liſ- 
ten'd to the leſs affecting Parts of Scripture, 


with the utmoſt Gravity and Compoſure, mere- : 


ly becauſe it was the Word of God, has been 
afterwards known, when made Steward to the 
Landlord, to hold a ludicrous Converſation, in 
the Time of Divine Service, during the melan- 
choly recital of our Saviour's Sufferings ; and an- 
other, who, under the Tuition of his Father, 
had long attended Sermons with the ſtricteſt 
Regard, and on his Return from Church could 
relate a conſiderable Part of them, happening in 
a riper Age to be honour'd with the Station of 
a Waiter at a Great-man's Table, has become 
of a ſudden ſo polite, as to curſe the dull Par- 
ſon's long-winded Nonſenſe: on ſo cold-a day; 


and that, for his Part, he thought the Prayers 


by one half too long, without the Addition of 


| Alamentable Scene this ſurely, that the very 


| + Means, which ought to be the principal Sup- 
port of Virtue and Happineſs, ſhould ſo often 


become the moſt effectual Inſtruments of Ruin 
and Corruption; and that the corroding Influ- 


ence of Sin and Impiety beginning firſt in the 


more noble and vital Parts, ſhould with the 


greater Facility ſpread its Poiſon thro the mea- 


ner 
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ner Members, and at length, without the timely 
Application of ſome ſovereign Remedy, endan- 


ger the whole Body with inevitable Taint and 
Deſtruction, _ | 


Now, in order to purſue properly the Pro- 
greſs of Vice thro* our on unhappy Nation, 
and to diſcover the fatal Dominion it has ob- 
tain'd over all Ranks and Degrees of Men 
among us, it will be worth while, to take a 

Short View of the Moral Law, as it ſtands com- 
priz'd in the Deealogue, or Ten Command- 
ments; which the Deiſſs and Free · thinkers them- 
ſelves, not as a reveal d, but a natural Law, ow 
they are bound to; and from hence let us ob- 
ſerve, the great Regard and Deſerence, with 
which it is honour d, in this our pious Ag 
Yes 


ob to abs: art ente which re- 
quires our having or owning a God, him too the 


true God, and beſides . no other God at all, 


out Obſervunce of which wilt conte wendy guard | 

us from thoſe deteſtable Sins of Atheiſm, 
Idolatry, and Polytheiſm, or the having more 
Gods than ont: In the ſpeculative Part of this 
Precept, I believe, we are all of us pretty well 
agreed, and I apprehend, chere are ſcarce any to 
IT who do not 2 there is 4 
God; 


1 
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Sad z. that he, who created us, the World, and 


all Things in it, muſt be this God; and that no 
other Being can be eſteemed, or ought to LL: 
honour'd as God, but he alone. | 


Bor what will all this ſpeculative Faith about 
the Truth and Nature of. God amount to, if in 
our Lives and Practice we do not confirm it, 
and diſcharge. all thoſe Duties, which- are ſuita- 
ble to, and depend.-upon it; to do this, is ſure- 
ly the very End and Eſſence. of the Command». 
ment, and- if we decline. it, I think it were more 
our 1 to be abſolute eas than bars 
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lidar Seeed tans] ite miſtake not, 


we muſt likewiſe love, fear, worſhip, truſt, ho- 
nour, and ſerve him: Now unleſs the true Exe- 
cution of. theſe ſeveral. Duties and 'Aﬀections 
conliſts in the. Deteſtation,, and; Neglefl of all 


thoſe Things. which, Cani give him Delighit ein 
deſpiſing his Authority, Laws, and Puniſhments, 


whenever we are diſpofed to do Evil in ſcarce; 
ever performing one ſingle Act, either of private 
or publick Worſhip, to him at allz-in never re- 
poſing the leaſt Confidence in his Power or: Aſc i 
ſiſtance, but in our own: imaginaty Conduct 


and Abilities; and, in a Word, in purſuing no 


one 
\ 


implies plainly, that: to believe in God aright, 


W ow &<c:. * 
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one viſible Scheme; that can contribute either to 
his Honour or Service: If theſe Things, I ſay, 


be not the Inſtanoes of Duty required from us in 


this Precept, to ſhew our due Acknowledgment 
of a God, I profeſs I cannot perceive, how the 
Generality of 'Cþri/tians in theſe Days can pre- 
tend in any Senſe to obſerve it. 


© In'the other two Branches of this Command- 
ment, which reſtrain us from having or wor- 
Chipping any falſe God, or more Gods than One, 

1 cannot indeed charge all Sects of Chriſtians 
amöng us with any Tranſgreſſion in either of 
theſe Points; inſtead of this, there are Numbers 
of them, who never think of, or worſhip any 
God at all; from one Extreme they have tum- 
bled into another, and perhaps the Danger of 
placing their Adoration on a wrong Object, 
might have . _ to this wiſe Re- 
Heften. | 


i Term: He Species: of 2 avhich! thly of 
this:Claſs"ſeems't6 be guilty of, is their worſhip- 
ping either themſelves or one another, or paying 
their chief Homage to the periſhable Mammon of 


cis wicked World, and thus transferring that 


Honour to the Creature; which is due alone to 


ep nate of all Things, 


Bur 


| A 
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Bur there is another Sect of Chrifttens, 
whom, in my poor Judgment, and from all the 


them, I cannot ſo eaſily acquit of all Tenden- 


cy to the Crimes of Idolatry and Polytbeiſm; 
and they too, in On Ine the only 
true and infallible: Church, of Crit. 


-| I believe it will be eaſily diſcover'd, hom 1 
point at here, not only from that eminent Ti- 
tle, which, they ſo unwarrantably aſſume to 
themſelves, but from their well-known: Prac- 
tice. and Principles, ſo terictiy enjoin d chem 
- by their ſpiritual Head and Directors, in paying 
ſuch a diſtinguiſh'd Degree of Worſhip, to 
Saints, Angels, and the-blefled: Virgin; that 
God, I am ſure muſt be honour'd with a * 
moderate dare of heir Adoration. | 1 nin 
Now, as we are well flared, POR i him · 


ſelf, by the Merits and Perfections, as well of | 


bis Human, as Divine Nature, is conſtituted, by 
God's expreſs Will, the one * only Mediatir be- 
tween him and Mankind ; and as nothing can be 
more abſurd or impious, than to aſcribe Attri- 
butes, peculiar to God alone, to any ęreat- 
ed Being, or the Spirits of Men depaxted : 
I muſt own, I ſtand much ſutptiaed,, that 

ä in 


* 1 Tim. ii. 5. 
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in any Adminiſtration, where the Truth and 
free Light of the Goſpel has prevailed, an Act 
of the wildeſt Idolatry ſhould be ſo openly and 
avowedly exerciſed; nor can I in any Reſpet 
give it the Preference to that of ;the heathen 
World, who deify'd their Heroes after their 
Death, and honour'd them with that Worſhip 
and Homage, which were due alone to a ſu- 


mow Being. 


Bur in the ſecond Commandment, we ſhall 
find this erroneous and deluded Sect ſtill more 
culpable in the ſame Tranſgreſſion, and in di- 
rect Oppoſition to the plaineſt literal Senſe, 
which Words can bear, not only forming Ima- 
ges, as well of the Deity, as of created Beings, 
but under thoſe Repreſentations, falling down 
to them, and worſhipping them. 


Is not this a glorious Scene, think we, from 
the Members of a Chriftian Church, guided, as 
they ſay, by an unerring Judge, who has the 
Spirit of God, and of all Truth, within his 
Breaſt, to direct him? Can any Thing be fo 
abhorrent to Senſe and Nature, as to ſee ra- 
tional Beings falling down to a Piece of 
Painting, a Stone, or the Stock of a Tree, the 
very Idols mentioned by the * Pſalmiſt, who bear 


9 PFſal. exv. 5 6, 77 8. 
5 


the 
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the exterior Organs and Similitude, without any 
one Senſe of the Man about them ? But as that 
inſpired King emphatically obſerves, for a ſe- 
vere Monition to all impious Idolaters, they 


who form ſuch Idols are like unto them, and 
fo are all they who put their Truſt in them. 


To evade the Charge of Idolatry = hate 
is a weak and ridiculous Pretence contriv'd by 
* the more artful of that Party, that it-is not to-the 
Picture or Image it ſelf, but thro' this only, that 
their Worſhip is directed to the ſacred Perſons 
of the Grod-head; and that ſuch Repreſentations 
have no other End, than to inflame and raiſe 
their Devotion; but as this is falſe in Fact, and 
confronted by the Decree of their famous Coun- 
cil of Trent, which has order'd all ſuch Pictures 
and Images to be treated with due Regard and 
Veneration, ſo will no Refinement of this Kind, 
comport with the plain Letter of the Command- 
ment, which abſolutely forbids al Repreſenta- 
tions whatever, in the Way of Worſhip and 
Adoration. Let the wiſer Sort among them 
pretend to think or intend, as they pleaſe in 
this Matter, tis evident, that the lower and A 
more ignorant Multitude worſhip theſe inani- L 
mate Objects then placed before them, nor have a | 
I yet heard, that their Prieſts ever attempted. to Fa 


ſet them right, m ſo profane and abominable an of 
Error, ONE ſan 
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Ons Remark I cannot forbear to make here, 


upon the Practice and Indulgence of ſo impious- 


2 Sin amongſt us, that I pray God, by ſome 
roper Stop and Diſcouragernent to the further 


Rage and Continuance of it, we may avoid 
the very Curſe threaten'd in this Command- 


ment againſt it, ſo that it may not, as formerly 


be a the Jews, be viſited” upon our Land to 
e © third ad fourth FW 4 


1105 


To all thoſe, who wr any Acquaintance 
with the Scriptures (begging pardon of ſuch, as 


do yes of —4 this their Concern) I apprehend no- 


| more obvious, than that Variety 
4 4 e 5 dgments, inflicted by God u 

the Jaht 215 for thoſe many 8 
Fdolatry, which had” prevail'd amongſt them; 

and * their Rulers, we ſhall find, were ever 
eſteem'd' pjous or wicked, and the Favour or 
Wrath ' 8" God proportianably diſpenſed to 
them, as they. uppreſs'd or encouraged this 


| Crime ir in their errant * 


110 01 020d b: 

Mai 363 he 

WEA the Divine Henne, i io ry eminent 
a Degree is concern d, I have no Notion of any. 
Favour, or Compliment to be paid, on the Score 
of political Ends and Conſiderations; by the 


lame Rule a Toleration for open Blaſphemy 


B againſt * 


4 


| 
z 
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againſt the very Being of a God, the Truth of 
the Scriptures, the Divinity of Chri/l, or an y other 
grievous Inſtance of Impiety and Profaneneſs, may 
as reaſonably be pleaded for and granted: And 
now that I mention theſe Crimes, 1,,am ſure, 
were a Stranger to our Laws for ſome time to 
converſe amongſt us, he might well ſuſpect that 
a free Toleration was allowed them; becauſe, 
nothing, can be more flagrant and notorious eve-. 
ry Day, than the bold and.  undiſguifed \vowal 
of them, without the leaſt Controul, enſure, 
or publick Animadverſion. <2” 


101 


Ir this be one of ha 8 7 Liberty, 
ſo warmly contended for, | by the modern Phir, 
loſophers, Patrigts,, d Politicians f,thi Age 
God preſerve us Po the dreadful Tanke 8 | 
which muſt, T think, 1 without i a Mi iracle of Grace, 
very ſhortly attend it: Edt under the Cloak, of 
ture, no Doubt, has 4 Right to enjoy. when 
duly explain'd, and limited, 1 hope we ſhall ne- 
ver fee that deleſed Licentiouſneſs indulged, 
which muſt prove fatal in the End both to our 

_ preſent and future Welfare, and that the Wiſ- 
dom of our Legiſlature will put a ſeaſonable ; and 
effectual yy to to "Nor and ee an 
_— - agg 


i 


From 


OM 


ANzwYrear's GIT. 27 


11 
-» 
- 


From my Sentiments on this Point, I would 
not be thought to encourage any Degree of 
Perſecution againſt our Chriſtian Brethren, bare- 
ly on the Score of their Diſſent, Separation, or 
moſt palpable Errgrs in mere religious Matters; ; 
for ſo long as they in their Civil Capacity | ap- 
prove themſelves good and uſeful Subjects, 
whatever may be done, in the Way of Mild. 
neſs, Reaſon, and Conviction, to prog Unity 
and Agreement amongſt the Members of Chr} 
Body, Which is 2 Happineſs much to be d ed 
in every Community, yet J am far from ſuppo- 


fing, that Rigour, Violence, and Compulſion, 


can either be the legal or ſuccefsful Means to 


ſecure an End of fuch Iniportini And Matzen 


Wen I 2115 oel 


- MeTttods 1 this Kind let 05 "Feave to | 
miſtaken and e 00 now under « our Cali 
deration, who, I fear, if Power were Hed 
to Principle, would not, in the ſmalleſt / /oints 
of Difference, extend the leaſt Shadow Se that 
Indulgence, which themſelves now conend 8 
in Matters of the higheſt Arid moſt dere ng 
TOE. 
127 k * + 
Bur here we muſt Agger be- 
twixt mere religious Diſputes, * the e 


ment of ſuch Principles, 26 arg deſtructive of 
B 2 WT 


W 
% 
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Religion itſelf, and the Ends for which it was 
inſtituted. Where God has given a plain and 
abſolute Law, no human Power, or pretended 
papal Infall Ability, muſt once. attempt the leaft 
Violation of it ; nor muſt they diſpenſe with, 
or connive at, the moſt diſtant Encroachment 
of that Commandment, to which Divine Sanc- 
tion and Authority requires univerſal Obedience. 
In Matters of Indifference therefore, or but of 
ſmall Importa ce with Regard to the real Digni- 
5 of God, a dhe Efſentials of Religion, what- 
er, Comyliances, may be allowed to the vari: 


cn Jinan of. Kage] or — of 2 


| are _ n or torn "from bim in 

1 facrilegious Manner, to confer them upon 

zortal and inferior Creatures, or their inanimate 

reſentations, no Care or Reſtraint can be too 

Ent to reſent the Injury Ys and defend the Ho- 

nou of an ec and, 1 no doubt, a * 
1 oended Creator I if 


JO $5 4 . 911549 851919 Wis 
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PET NT TIES of the bange Rind a are ini. 
Is ofter, and deſervedly upon the Violator's. of 
Human light and Property; but the Divine, it 

ſeems ma, be trampled upon, and infringed, 
with Conr ance” and Impunity : (30d has de- 
claied e jealous Being, who will not part 


tf, of | with 
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with his Glory or Homage to any other, and 


therefore I hope it will never be deem'd'a Perſe- 


cution for Religion, or an Obſtrugion to God's 
Worſhip, becauſe, in Oppoſition to a plain and 
poſitive Law, Men are not permitted to diſ- 
charge that Worſhip; by diſpenſing it to the 
Images of Sainte and Angels, the Picture of a 
crucify'd Saviour, or the profane Semblance of 
any Perſon in the ſacred Godhead. From all 


which I muſt conclude, that till that impious 


Practice is on one Side openly recanted, and on 
the other as ſtrictly reſtrained, the Guilt and 
Puniſhment, due to Idolatry, by the Breach of 
this Commandment, muſt hang over us. 


Tuvs far, I think, us pretty ee #4 a 
ſtrict Obſervation of the two firſt .Command- | 
ments, by a lively and practical Faith in the one 
true God, and in abſtaining from Idolatry, by 
not xroſtituting his Honour and Worſhip to 
Images and Creatures, are by no Means the 
Virtues for which the Inhabitants of this Iſland 
are famous; but perhaps, upon farther. Enqui- 
ry, we may be able to diſcover their Merit in 
ſome cther Duties; let us therefore proceed to 
the third Commandment, which prohibits the 
taking God's Name in vain, and fee how they 


exert their diſlinguiſh'd * dents in this Far- 
ticular. 


* 


By. ANGELS 


* 


. 
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ANGEL and Minifters of Grace defend 
us 1 (as: Hamlet eries out in the Play, upon the 
dreadful Appearance of his murder'd Father's 
Ghoſt,) what a Scene of Horror and Amaze- 
ment now opens to our View! Old and Young, 
Rich and Poor, Male and Female, all contend- 
ing, as if Happineſs and Salvation depended 
upon it, which of them by the profaneſt Oaths, 
and moſt damnable Execrations, ſhould firſt ob- 
tain the glorious Conqueſt of dethroning the 
Almighty, and branding his Honour with eter- 


nal Contempt and Infamy. 


Hens our Ears are ſaluted with repeated Vol- 


Hes of the Blood and Wounds of a dying Re- 
deemer, and there the Skies reſound with mix'd 


Exclamations of Death, Confuſion and Furies: 
In one Moment, the Confines of Hell are in- 
vaded to bring up the Devil and his Fiends 
from thence, to carry them, Soul and Body, to 

his tormenting Flames; and in the next, they 
ſcale the Battlements of Heaven, to call down 
God in his Rage, to curſe them with endleſs 


1 * 8 


** muſt * Indulgence from the 28 Rea 
der for preſenting his Imagination with ſuch a, 
tercifick _ which I hope he will grant me, 


» as 
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as the Caſe is both true and deſperate, and muſt 
be probed with a rough, but honeſt Hand, firſt 
to expoſe, and then to heal the Corruption: And 
this I am perfuaded of, that inſtead of Exaggeta- 
ting the Matter, I am, in Fact, à deſective Pain- 
ter; and were all the Pictures review d ſo accu- 
rately drawn by Ailton, of Satan and his Hoſt, 
ſet in Battle-array againſt God and his Angels; 
or the ancient Poets Fictions, of enormous Gi- 
ants heaping; Mountains upon Mountains, to 
reach and deſtroy; the! Empire of Heaven, the 
Repreſentation would be but poor and languid, 
if compared with thoſe Colours and Figures, 
which the dubolices TRIO! now before i us might 
juſtly be drawn i od 


n nne 


5 % we 55 en be ſuggeſted, that in a 
Nation, governed by wiſe and wholſom Laws, 
which, in their Contrivance and Execution, have 
God's Honoùr, and the Virtue and Happineſs of 
the Community ſo much at Heart, due Cate is 

not taken to provide againſt, and /puniſh, a 
Crime ſo pernicious and daring, as this now 
under our Conſideration. Laws, I muſt con- 
feſs, and ſevere ones too, we have againſt this 
wicked and infamous Practice ; but alas ! | theſe, 
with many others, are like: the Miſer's Gold- 
tock'd up in a'Cheſt,: which ſeldom ſees the 
Sun, or benefits either himſelf or any around 
op By him: 
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him: For the Truth of this Aſſertion, let me 
appeal to the very Officers, intruſted with the 
Execution of theſe Laws, and they, Lam ture, 
will acknowledge, that there is not, of many 
Millions, one Inſtance, where a profane Curſer 
or Swearer has the legal Penalty inflifted: up- 
on him; and if, upon ſome extraordinary Oeca- 
ſion, it happens otherwiſe, whether it is not ra- 
ther to revenge ſome Affront offer d to them- 
ſelves, than to redreſs God's Honour, or com- 
duce to the * wende 0! D batt e 


"I'M there i is yet a more malignant Breach of 


this Commandment to be conſider d, which we 
muſt once more bring our pious Country- men 
on the Stage for, and try them on fairer Evi- 
dence, than I apprehend they generally give, as 
to their Guilt or Innocence about it: The 
Crime I mean here, is no leſs than that of will- 
ful and deliberate Perjury, when Men: calmly, 
and with / previous Determination, appeal to 
God the Searcher of all Hearts, and upon the 
Records of his facred Will, abjure his Mercy 
and Favour, and imprecate to themſelves eter - 
nal Damnation, if what they ſwear be not true, 
tho' at the fame Time, they know it, every Lit- 
tle, to be literally and. abfolutely: falſe; Search 
the Confines of Hell;- and the various Apart- 
ments of Bedlam, and ſure I am, that thro! 


the 


2 
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the whole, there cannot appear ſuch another 
Inſtance of Wickedneſs, or Madneſs, inveterate 
nc r or OY + rat en 


Tur e Deciſions af Life and Death, 


the Preſervation of Credit and Property, the 


Welfare, in ſhort, of the Publick, and the Se- 
curity of the happy Eſtabliſhment we live. un- 
der, do all of them depend upon the ſacred Sanc- 
tion and Obligation of what the Members of the 
Community are to aſſert or promiſe upon Oath ; 
and the Intereſt of the whole, andof every Indivi- 
dual, make this ſolemn Act indiſpenſibly neceſſary; 
and yet, innumerable Wretches there are to 'be 
found, who for the Sake of the moſt contemp- 
tible Bribe, or the Gratification of the moſt 
barbarous Malice, ſhall ſacrifice all thoſe ineſ- 
timable Bleſſings to their brutal Appetites and 
Paſſions, and not only devote their Fellow- crea- 
tures, their Country- men, nay perhaps, their 
neareſt Friends and Relations, to Death, Da- 
mage, and Infamy, but their own Souls to ine- 
vitable and endleſs Deſtruction. D 


THERE are two extraordinary Species of A- 
nimals in this Kingdom, called Apparators and 
Sheriff's Bailiffs, whoſe. peculiar Office: it is to 
ſummons or cite thoſe to Attendance, whole, 
5; Defence, 
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Defence, or Evidence, or Aſſiſtance, in the Tri- 
al of civil or eccleſiaſtical Cauſes, the reſpec- 
tive Courts, appointed for ſuch Trials, have 
made neceſſary for their giving a legal Judg- 
ment and Determination : Now I am well in- 
formed, that ſuch a hardenꝰd Contempt do the 
moſt of theſe Miſcreants entertain for all Things 
facred and divine, and ſuch a fatal Stupidity has 
ſeiz d them, with reſpect to their eternal Safety 


or Damnation, that Six - pence or a Shilling will 
at any Time bribe their Oath in Favour of thoſe, 


who would evade that Appearance, which the 


Laws and Welfare of their Country require ; 
and their Sickneſs, or Abſence, at ſome remote 
Diſtance, are often moſt poſitively ſwarn to, in 
Oppoſition to all Truth and Juſtice, The Con- 
tempt of ſuch inferior Reptils and their Office, 


may, perhaps, be the Reaſon, why ſuch noto-/ 


rious Villainy is not more carefully look'd into 
and reſtrain? d.; but were it conſider d, how 
much the Life, or Property or Character of 
Men, depend upon the faithful Execution of this 


very Truſt, I need not hint, how much they are 


Partners in the Crime, who, thro' Neglect, or In- 

dolence, uſe not the Authority they are veſted 

with, to puniſh and reſorm it. 

Pat eiten N $1! in e ect: 0 

Bur it is not only among the loweſt and 
moſt abandon'd Stations, that this ſhocking Sin 

. the. of 
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of Perjury may be traced out and detected, but 
there are various Inſtances to prove, that it 


finds Place even among thoſe, whoſe Sphere 
and Capacity ſeem to qualify. them for Judg- 
ment, in the Cauſes of Property and capital 


Tranſgreffions; nor can any: Thing be more 
flagrant than the Influence of Intereſt, Power, 
or Partiality, to pervert the Conſcience, and ob- 
tain an unjuſt Sentence, tho' guarded with all 
the dreadful Solemnity of a a facred Oath to avoid 
m aural Ir, TOR 


X Tas infamous Method TY Occaſions of 
this Nature is but too well known and prae- 

ti d, in 4 ſeaſonable Application to a certain 
Officer, who, tho' appointed for. tlie Protection 
of Juſtice, can, when he pleaſes, cull out a 
Number, who, from proper Motives, are ever 
ready to patronize the moſt glaring Crime or 
1 0 or defeat the moſt rightful Cauſe and 
this ant Perſon | in the Service of his Coun- 
try, is now a- days eſteem'd the very Life and 
Soul of every legal Trial and Determination; 
nor without it can there be any ſure Grounds: 


* 4 ſucceſsful Iſſue. _ 
7 5105 3 6127 | * 


ho 
"3g a bender a true State of « our r Situation, * 
I fear is but too o glaring to or a Diſpute, how 


can 
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can we hope, from the Commiſſion and Indut- 
gence of ſuch matchleſs Abominations, to , eſ- 
cape the Judgments of Heaven, but expect, _ 
* that very ſuddenly, that God muſt * be ay/aft 
Witneſs againſt the falſe Swaxers z, that t b. 
will avenge himfelf in bis IVrath of ſuch a wicked 
Nation as this ; and that, becauſe of Swearing our 


Land ſhall mourn aud be affiieted, 8 


Tavs my then, 1 we 3 —— what roam 


ful Honour and Regard the. Being; Truth, and 
holy Name of God are treated amongſt us, from 
the three firſt Commandments ; but the Chri/- 
tians of our Age, perhaps, will plead, that God 
bas given them ſix Days of the Week for their 
own Uſe, to Ive and act as they lit, without 
being accountable to any Soperior f for their Con; 
duQ, and conſequently, that it is enough for 


them to dedicate the feventh Part of their Time 
to Works of Holineſs and Piety, as this alone 


God has reſerved for his own * Uſe and 
Service. | 


H Wor, & ::, 


g Bur here I KEY inform them, if Inſorma⸗ 
tion they want in this Particular, that no Time 


or Seaſon can be indulged in any Acts of Sin, and 


Wickedneſs, thoꝰ not ſo immediately conſecrated 


to a Retirement from wa Affair, and to re- 
AR -ligious 
Mal. iii. 5. + Fr. v. 9. xxiii. 10. 
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ligious Employments ; and granting it were o- 
therwife, I believe we might releaſe them here, 
as God did the Sodemites to Abraham, that * their 
City ſhould not be de reed, if they could produce 
five righteeus Perſons in it; for I am confident, 
as to the Bulk of the Inhabitants of our Sodom, 
that were five Hours well ſpent iti a Year, in- 
ſtead of one Day in ſeven, to compound for 
their Pardon, they could not obtain it ; for, like 
the Sinners before the Flood, + their Hearts 
are ſet. in them to do Evil, and that continually : 

What ſhall, we fay then, if ſo far they are from 
a due Obſervance of the fourth Commandment 
in keeping boly the Sabbath-day, that this very 
Day is more. profaned and diftinguiſh'd by an 
.open Proflitutian to every Vice. that human 
Nature is capable of, or the moſt depraved Diſ- 
poſition is prone to 3 than the whole 
Week beſides. EW SE: 


HD9(QoL OY 01926 T unis Sb3m1 231 116121 
f Tus Dudes of this facred Day, as I take it, 
are a total Reſt from Labour of every Kind, 
and a moxe than ordinary; Application to God's 
Now, as theſe laſt, appear to many Men 
the greateſt Piece of Labour aud Fatigue that 
can poſſibly be impoſed upon them, I appre- 
hend, 2 n of the Command- 


o $24 ment, 
8 * Gen, xiv, 18. 38 vi. 5. 


"3, af 
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ment, they plead a Right to judge of their 


own Works, and to be abſolv'd from ſuch as 


prove to them "the . To ty Into: 
_ 

As to the Duty of reſting on this Day, this 
they moſt ſcrupulouſly obſerve, ſo far as that im- 


plies Sleep, or Indolence, or taking Phyſick, or 


adjuſting ſome worldly, Concerns and Accounts, 
which might, pe: haps, be an Incumbrance on 
the more momentous | Buſineſs and Pleaſures of 
the approaching Week ; but, as for publick 


Worſhip in Church, or private Devotion at 


Home, this would be a moſt abominable Piece 
of Drudgery, and quite inconſiftent with the Utes 
and Purpoſes, to which they think this Day of 
Reſt and [ago ven 4 


SOME few indeed, remarkable for their At- 
tachment to mode and Faſhion, go ſometimes 
on à Sunday to Church; but by the Decorum 
they obſerve there, tis kk they have no other 
End in it, than what carries them to a Play- 
houſe, or an Aſſembly, to ſhew their Dreſs, hear 
News, or make an Afſfignation. Look into' the 


Streets in an Afternoon, and you would ima- 


gine the whole Inhabitants of a Town were 
haſtening to a Prize- fight or à Puppet- ſuew; 
but indeed theſe _—_ be innocent Amuſe- 
ments, 


w 7 Ws 
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ments, in Compariſon of the much more perni- 


cious Entertainments of this Seaſon, which ge- 
nerally end in the moſt ſhocking Scenes of Drun- 
kenneſs, Swearing, Lewdneſs and Riots, that 
the corrupt Nature of Man can be abandon d 
to; and if we ſearch into the Einployment of the 


ſuperior and more polite Part of the World, we 


ſhall find the whole conſumed, either in the 
Form and Ceremony of paying and receiving 
Viſits, or in the looſer Indulgence of Revelling, 
Gaming, and the licentious Enjoyment of every 
other ſenſual Gratification. 


Bur here again, our virtuous Country-men 
will probably reply, tho* we don't take up our 
Time with a Parcel of empty, long-winded 
Prayers, or the dull Jargon of your pious and 
religious Books, which is an Exerciſe fit only 


for Nurſes, School-maſters and Children; yet 


who can ſay, that we don't moſt conſcienti- 
ouſly obſerve the Sabbath in a ſtrict Abſtinence 
from all thoſe ſervile Works of Labour, which 
on this Day are prohibited, l 


Now, in the firſt Place, I take the Works 
of the Devil and the Fleſh to be the very worſt 
and moſt laviſh kind of Labour, in which they 
can be employed; and theſe, I am ſure, they toil 
ip with the Cloſeſt Drudgery and Application, 

But 


©» 


* 
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But beſides this; it muſt be obſerved, that they 


who make this Defence for themſelves, are ge- 
nerally of that Rank, I preſume, who neither on 
this, or any other Day, make the ufual Work 
of Labour and Induſtry their Study or Occupa- 
tion. And 1afily, as to thoſe, whoſe Wants or 
Diſpoſitions render them earneſt in the Purſuit 
of ſuch Works, tho* ſome particular Sorts, per- 
haps they may decline; yet whoever would ob- 
ſerve the numerous Droves of Cattle, and the 
various Carriages of Proviſion, M anufad ures, 


and Commodities of every other Kind, with 


which, on this ſacred Day, the publick Roads 
are crowded and infeſted, it muſt, I ſhould 
think, be infallibly concluded, 'that this very 


. Day was the Fair or Market appointed for the 


Bale of them. 


I theſe then be the Marks of Honour and 
Regard, by which this Day, dedicated by God 
himſelf to Reſt and Holineſs, is to be diſtin- 
guiſh'd, I profeſs our Friends of Iraland are moſt 
eminent Obſervers of it ; but if this depends on 

a Retirement from all other Works, but thoſe 
of Piety and Adoration, we muſt ſearch out thaſe 


Virtues in a warmer Clime for Zeal and De- 


votion. 


As 
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As in the former Crime, of profaning God's 
Name by impious Oaths and Perjury, ſo in this, 
of violating and diſhonouring the Day he has 
conſecrated to his oon Service, our Laws, we 
muſt acknowledge, have provided moſt power- 
ful Reſtraints and Penalties; but how theſe art 
put in Force or executed, the Law-makers them- 
felves, perhaps can inform us; or, if they know 
nothing of the Matter, the worthy Guardians, 
appointed for the Security of God's Honour on 
this Day, can eaſily reſolve. us, by exhibiting © 
the long Liſt of Delinquents they have detected, 
and the Puniſhments inflicted upon them, in 
arder to deter others from the like Viola- 
tion. In a Word, I cannot conceive, that 
this Precept, * 17 mall deep my | Sabbaths, 
and reverence my Sanfluary, is a Motto by any 
Means well adapted to the Arms of our Na- 
tion; and unleſs we can plead a Title to God's 
Fayvour and Bleflings from the bare · faced Con- 
tempt and Diſobediepce. we ſhew to this Com- 
mandment, I think, for any other Merit here, 
we ought, in In at leaſt, to quit all Claim 
to it. f 


181 


* Ra now. run, " thro? thoſe ſeveral Duties 
we owe to God from the. four firſt Command- 
„Lev. Aix. 30. 
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ments of the Decalogue, and cannot, from the 


cloſeſt Scrutiny J am able to make, perceive, 


that in Point of Obedience, the Authority and 


danction of theſe Laws have yet had any con- 
ſiderable Influence upon the Minds and Beha- 
viour of the Society we are concern'd in, or 
that they are remarkable for any Degree of Re- 
gard, either to their own, or the Honour of 4 
Supreme Being; ſo that, upon this Score, no 
Doubt, they have wonderful large Pretenſions 
to the diſtinguiſhing Care and Protection of a 
Divine Providence. 


Bur the Natives of this Iſland have, from 
Time immemorial, and in the remoteſt Re- 
gions of this Globe; been famous for their fo- 
cial and hoſpitable Virtues; and therefore, un- 
der the ſecond Table of this moral Summary, 
which comprehends the moſt eminent Duties 
due to their Neighbour, we might hope to find 
them, one ſhould imagine ſuperior to the reſt 
of-Mankind, in a moſt laudable PL of 
ane TN F t 


, 
#F& + + * 


Gop grant FIG a ſafe Deliverance upon this 
Trial, that in ſome one Character, they may 
deſerve à little Praiſe, to mitigate the Load of 
Cenſure, which, in other Points, they ſeem ex- 
pos'd to; and yet, I greatly fear, if univerſal 

| Ge. ,N 20 Report 
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Report and Obſervation may be depended upon, 
they muſt either once more plead guilty, or be 
found Culprits convict, upon fair Evidence and 


an impartial Jury. 


Howzvrk, to diſcuſs this Charge the more 
clearly, let us enter a little farther into Parti- 
culars, and thro' thoſe ſeparate Duties, which, as 
Members of Society, one Man owes to another, 
let us trace the preſent Conduct of our Country- 
men, and examine how far they comply with 
this general Precept of our Religion, * that we 
ſhall love our Neighbour as ourſelves; + and do 
nought to any Man, ut what we dcfire he ſhould 
do unto us. 


"Tas firſt of theſe Duties, which our Neigh- 
bour has a Claim to, and makes the Subject 
of the fifth Commandment, is to honour our 
Father and Mother, by which I think, in the 
Senſe of Divines, are imply'd all thoſe, who in 
any Reſpect, are our Superiors, and are either in 


a natural, ſpiritual, or political Capacity, veſted 
with that Character, or Station in Life, which 


intitles them to Regard and Veneration. 


2 In 


* Matt. v. 433. f vü. 12. 
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In this Liſt then may properly be rank'd, 
firſt, thoſe natural Parents, from whom, under 
God, we derive our Being and Exiſtence in this 
World, and who have the Care of rearing us up 
from our Infancy to Manhood, educating us in 
all that we are cohcern'd to know, either for 
our preſent or future Happineſs, and aſſiſting us 
in that Proviſion, which a comfortable Subſiſ- 
tence in this Life muſt require, 


Now, to ſuch, it has been vulgarly thought, 
that Children owe the higheſt Inſtances of Love, 


Gratitude, Honour and Obedience, that it is poſ- 


ſible for them to expreſs ; but, in my Remarks 
and Experience, if I am not much deceiv'd, this 
formal, old-faſhion'd Manner, of ſhewing Re- 
gard to Parents, is in the modern Age changed 
into a politer and more genteel Way of Beha- 
viour, ſuch as a moſt inveterate' and open De- 
teſtation of them, for their claiming any Supe- 
riority, or Right to govern; no Thanks at all 
for their'Care and Proviſion, becauſe this was no 
more than their Duty; and, as to any Return 
of-the ſame Kind, this would be quite prepoſte- 
rous ; any Thing is good enough for old Folks ; 


nor need there be ſuch a mighty Buſtle about 


humouring thoſe, who are grown ſo peeviſh and 
teſty as never to be pleas'd : From the ſame De- 
af licacy 
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licacy in Judgment too, the utmoſt Contempt 
and Abhorrence is ſhewn to Parents, when the 
Infirmities of Old- age begin to render them 
nauſeous, and by no how fit Company for 
ecent or well-bred People ; in ſhort, a- direct 

ppoſition is the conſtant Return made to all 
their Advice and Commands, becauſe nothing 


can be ſo preſuming, as for Creatures, in a State 


of Dotage, to preſcribe to thoſe, who are in the 
Maturity and Strength of their Reaſon. All 
this may be indeed modiſh and faſhionable, but 
how pious and dutiful, is not, perhaps, ſo much 
our Countrymen's Concern. 


Nx to our Parents, this Commandment 
ſeems to require a proper Degree of Honour and 
Subjection to our civil Governors, not only to 
thoſe who are Supreme, but to ſuch as are veſted 
with any Authority under them: In this Reſpect 
it is, that Kings and Pneens, in the Scripture 
Style, are ſaid to be nurſing Fathers and Mathers 
to thoſe Religious Societies, over whom God 
has placed them, becauſe, tis their Office, to 
protect them from Injuries of every Kind, 
and to contribute by all Means to their Tow) 
pineſs and Well- ee 


Now 
* Tf. xlix. 23» 
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Now the modern Politicians of our Nation 
have contrived a moſt ſurprizing and ingenious 
Method of teſtifying their Thanks and Regard 
to theſe Guardians of their Safety, Welfare and 
Enjoyments/; for, inſtead of thoſe irkſome Du- 


ties of Loyalty, Tribute and Subjection, it is in 


theſe Days cuſtomary, for the very Dregs of the 
People, to fly M. the Face of their Sovereign, 
and other inferior Governors, and under the 


Pretence of defending their natural Liberty, 
Rights and Privileges, as they call them, they 


moſt audaciouſly preſume to reſiſt all their Ordi- 
nances, defraud them of their legal Supports, 
and render them, to the utmoſt of their Power, 
contemptible to. thoſe; from whom they ought 
to receive the higheſt Marks of Honour and 
Obedience, How ſtrictly they conform herein 
to the expreſs Injunctions of God himſelf, and 


the Ends of Government, I ſhall leave to their 


nn n. | 
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Bur theſe laſt, they will probably lay, are at | 


beſt but Inſtruments appointed for temporal 
Welfare, which they think they are better quali- 
fy'd to take Care of themſelves, than any Mo- 
narch that ever ſat upon a Throne; for the 
Good of their Souls therefore, and out of Regard 
to their eternal Intereſt, which is, indeed a Con- 

cern 
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cern of much greater Importance, we ſhall per- 
haps find larger Tokens of Efleem and Defe- 
rence for thoſe * ſpiritual Fathers of the Church, 


' whoare to guide them in the Way to everlaſt- 


ing Salvation. But upon the beſt Diſcovery I 
am able to make, I am here again moſt widely 
miſtaken, nor can I find theſe Miniſters of the 
moſt High, treated with the leaſt tolerable De- 
gree of Reſpect or, Veneration. bs 


Tux Paſtors and Miniſters of. Religion, who: 
are commiſſion'd by God to work + in his Vine- 
yard, and to fit Men for Happineſs and Glory, 
are by Numbers in this Age look'd upon to be 
no better than Impoſtors, Extortioners, Proſti- 
tutes, and ſturdy Beggars, Who are intitled 
more to Oorrection than Support, and ought 
rather to be affronted and 4 brow-heaten, than 
diſtinguiſned by any particular Conceſſions of 
Reverence or Submiſſion to their N or 


* 


} o 
. W of 
11 3 


„ 1 to My Sacredneſs of their 3 vr Chis 
raQter, or Authority, the ſagacious Gentlemen 
of theſe Times have no Notion of it; they 
think nothing can be more abſurd, than that 
they muſt be taxed; for the Maintainance of a 
Set of Men, CO eee e and 

1 whoſe 


* Beb. xiii. 17. + Matt. 1. f Mart xxi. 35. 
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whoſe Prayers and Doctrine they are deter- 


mind neither to liſten to, nor ſeek to reap the 
leaſt Profit or Advantage by them. And that 
theſe ſage Caſuiſts and Phifoſophers, who have 
à ſufficient Law in their Breaſts to direct them, 
and are their own beſt Inſiructors, ſhould pay 
Honour and Obedience to the ſormal Cant and 
irrational Dictates of other Men, is ſuch a Piece 
of forged and incoherent Stuff, as God would 
never impoſe upon the water e N. . nl a ra- 
. Creatute. alten 


10000 1 9 


| Bun 1 think; NS no other dia een 
- Compliments of Eſteem and Neverence paid to 


the Paſtors: of) our Church, whom che wiſeſt 
Men of former Ages thought proper to honour, 
in a very peculiar' Waun Wan this 
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ed Anh Cue of Mankind, whoſe' 
indigent Circumſtances oblige them, for an ho- 
neſt Support, to live in a State of Servitude to 
others; this Commandment: again includes all 
Maſiers and Miſtreſſes of Families, as thoſe who 
have a comſiderable Superiority over ſuch as 
they maintain, and give a Compenſation to, for 
their Service or Labour; and that they have, 
ftom hence, a maniſeſt Claim to a juſt Return 
of Fidelity, * Honour and Obedience. 


* Fph. vi. 5. 
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Now, under this Article let us bring the Bulk 
ot our 1riſh Servants to the Teſt, and obſerve 
with what Care and Diligence they diſcharge 
the Duties here impoſed upon them: Do they 
not, for the moſt Part, inſtead of Fidelity and 
Honeſty, cheat and defraud thoſe whom they 
ſerve, as far as Contrivance, or Power, or Op- 


portunity, give them a Scope for doing it In 


ſuch Goods as they are intruſted with, do they 
not purloin and imbezzle them to idle or un- 


| lawful Purpoſes? And in the Work or Offices 


given in Charge to them, are they not frequent- 
ly remiſs and flothful in the Execution of them, 
performing theſe” ®' woith Eye-ſervice, as Men- 
pleaſers, and not with Singleneſs of Heart, as deing 
it to the Lord? Inſtead of Honour and Regard, 
do they not often moſt audaciouſly revile, and 
treat with Inſolence, thoſe who have Authority 
over them; and inſtead of Obedience to their 
legal Commands, do they not deſpiſe and reſiſt 
them with all the Marks of Effrontery, Scorn 
and Indignation? If ſuch be the Inſtances of 
Honour required from Servants to their Maſters 
in the Senſe of this Commandment, Treland, 1 
am ſure, out-does every other Nation upon 
2 in a god Execution of them, | 
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Bor, to name no more, all thoſe, who are 
the Superiors of other Men, in Age, Wiidom, 
or Knowledge, or in Character, Station or 
Power, have, by the Law now before us, an 
equitable Right to Honour and Deference, 

from ſuch as in thoſe Reſpects are placed be- 
neath them; and how excellently well our Bre- 
thren in this Kingdom diſcharge their Obliga- 
tions in theſe Particulars, by their Reverence to 
grey Hairs, their Submiſſion to wholſome Inſtruc- 
tions and good Advice, and their mannerly and 
humble Deportment to their Betters in every 
other Degree, I need not here be at the Pains 
to point out, the general and well known Rules 
of their decent Behaviour in theſe Duties, muſt 
be a laſting Monument of it to all Ages. 


Tursx Omiſſions of Hdhour to our Supe- 
riors, however, may ſeem perhaps, to the great 
Penetration of our Iris Caſuiſts, to be Matters 
of no great Importance, as they are only ſome 
trifling Failures of Decorum, to thgę Perſons, 
and Offices, and Rank of Men, who, on the 
Score of their Super- eminence, are probably 
grown proud, tyrannical, and over · bearing; ſo 
that tis the Duty and Benefit of all Com- 
munities to quell mr Monſters, to deſtroy all 


Diſtinctions 


1 Pa. v. 5. 
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Diſtinctions of Order, Power, and Govern- 
ment, and by treating them with Contempt 
and Diſhonour, to bring them down to a Le- 
vel with the reſt of their F ellow-creatures. The 
Life of a Man, however, we may preſume, muſt 
ſeem to thoſe conſcientious Reaſoners a more 
ſacred and valuable Property than his Fame or 
Honour ; let us proceed therefore to the next 
Law of God in the Decalogue, which prohi- 
bits the Murdering our Neighbour, and ſee 
how cautiouſly this Crime of ſhedding Man's 
Blood, has been avoided and — 
amongſt us. | 


Tus original Natives of this kingdom may 
probably think it an unjuſt and impertinent Ac- 
cuſation, to bring a Charge againſt their Anceſ- 
tors of tenowned Memory, for their maſſacring 
Proteſtants, and deſtroying the Lives of many 


* Thouſands, for their attempting to ſettle amongſt. 


them, and to reclaim them from Barbarity, 


Sloth, and Ignorance, to Humanity, Induſtry, 


and Knowledge, This perhaps they may call 
an Attack on their Rights, Liberties and Privi- 
leges, and produce ſome old obſolete Charter 
from the Pope, to impower them even by Mur- 
der to reſiſt all ſuch Innovations againſt their 
ancient Conſtitution; ſo that what they did, 
was, it ſeems, in their Eyes highly meritorious, 

G in 


in promoting God's Honour, and the true In- 
tereſt of the Catholick Church of Chriſt, by 
ſuch a glorious Sacrifice. But with great Sub- 
miſſion to theſe excellent and infallible Chriſtians, 
I apprehend they cannot ſhew either a divine 
or a rational Warrant for this F act, and there 

| fore I am pe rſuaded, that all the Bulls of Rome 
cannot defend them from the Guilt of moſt 
PB and 00 des, e od 45- en 
6 — Like eee im a grie- 
vous Violation of this Commandment, who 
bring their Authority from the Roman Pontiff, 
for the Murder of all who oppoſe his Infallibi- 
lity and Juriſdiction, I wiſh I could. acquit ſome 
of our reformed Members from the Imputation 
of Principles, which ſeem to be much of the ſame 
| Complexion, and carry a Sanction in them for 
the Legality of Violence and the Sword, even 
againſt eſtabliſh'd Governors, and that founded 
upon private Judgment only, when they think 
themſelves aggrieved, and ſuppoſe what they, call 
their natural Rights and F require a 
Vindication. . * 


I always thought it the peculiar Happineſs of 
our Conſtitution, and Legiſlature, to be ſo'tem- 
per d, * one Part of it can be arbitrary or 
a | { | unjuſt 

"WP Luke IX, 56, 
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unjuſt in its Meaſures, without the Concurrence - 
of the whole; ſo that it is almoſt morally impoſ- 
ſible for any Attempt of this Kind to ſucceed, 
without a legal, vigorous and e Op- 
poſition. 


— 


Now in this Situation there can be no ap- 
parent Neceſſity for the Interpoſition or Re- 


ſiſtance of private Subjects, conſiderd merely 


as ſuch, and diſtinct from the legiſlative Body 5 
for if they have a Power to judge of the Rules of 
Adminiſtration, and to cenſure and oppoſe them 
when they pleaſe, I know not how any Go- 
vernment,, thus ſubject to the Caprice of the 
Multitude, can be one Moment in Safety. Re- 
ſiſtance of this Kind is, both in the Senſe of 
Divine and National Laws, the very Act and 
Eſſence of Rebellion *, and the moſt wicked 
unnatural and unjuſtifiable Rebellions have ever 
been known, from ſuch Principles indulged, 
and brought to Maturity to take their firſt Riſe 
and Ofen MALE 


Taz 8 then, I think is clear, 
that none can contribute more to the Viola- 
tion of this Law, which prohibits Murder, than 
they n with * View, or upon any Grounds, 

Coq foment. 
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-foment Diſcord, Civil War and Blood- ſhed, in 
that Ay whe whereof _y are Members, 


Kew if eas Subjects of this King- 


dom, we ſhall find Numbers of them, and they 


too, as profeſs'd Friends to the preſent Conſtitu- 
tion, as declared Enemies to all papal Power 
and Juriſdiction, who notwithſtanding ſhall, of- 
ten, on the ſlighteſt, but oftener on no Provoca- 


tion at all, traduce and vilify their legal Gover- 


nors, blow up and ſpread Sedition againſt them, 
inflame the Minds of the low and ignorant Po- 
pulace into Mutiny and Rancour, and in direct 
Oppoſition to the happy Eſtabliſhment they live 
under, proclaim the Praiſe, and celebrate the 


Memory of the moſt wicked and blood - ſhedding 


Uſurper, that ever rofe in rebellious Arms againſt 


his rightful Prince and Sovereign “; an Uſur- 
per, who, under the Mock- ſhew of Juſtice, 


murdered that very Prince in cold Blood, the 
Guilt of which horrid Fact we yet deprecate 
Ged's Wrath for, by an eftabliſh'd atid anniver- 
ſary Day of Faſting and Humiliation; if ſuch a 
Party, I ſay, the very Proteſtants of this Na- 
tion can produce, who, with great Zeal and 
Induſtry propagate Principles, and indulge a 


Conduct, upon this rebellious and republican 


Plan, intirely deftrucuve of that Form of Go- 


vernment, 


lh 1 i. 14. 
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vernment, which the Providence of God, and 


the Wiſdom of our Legiſlature has ſo happily ſe- 
cur'd to us, repugnant to his preſent Majeſty's 


Right and Title, and in all their Conſequences 


tending to Anarchy, Blood-ſhed and Confuſion, 
I ſhudder indeed at the Thoughts of it, but 
yet I cannot diſcover by what Subterfuge or 
Palliation ſuch Men can evade the Charge. of 
being moſt groſs and notorious Violators of this 


frxth Commandment. 


But, beſides the Imputation of thofe Princi- 
ples, which are productive of Murder, in the 
Caſes of Reſiſtance and Rebellion againſt legal 
Governors, EF apprehend there are many In- 
ſtances of a more retired Nature, in the Way 
of Malice, Revenge, and Avarice, which our 
meek and honeſt Country- men can't be quite 
abfolv'd from, in their thirſting after, and de- 


| ſtroying the Lives of their Fellow- creatures. 


Fox the Proof of this we need go no farther 
than thoſe Courts of Juſtice eſtabliſh'd thro' the 
Kingdom, for the Trial, I wiſh I could ſay the 
Puniſhment, of ſuch execrable Criminals. In 
theſe there paſſes not a Year,. wherein Numbers 
of ſuch inhuman Wretches are not profecuted 
for Murders, the moſt bloody and barbarous 
that Thought can conceive ;, Parents maſſacring 

* ba their 
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their Children, to conceal their Shame, or to avoid 
the poor Suſtenance their illegitimate Off- ſpring 
might require ſtom them; the Malicious, for the 
ſlighteſt Injuries, ſatiating their Vengeance in 
Death and Slaughter ; and the plundering Villain, 
to ſecure himſelf and a contemptible Booty, ſacri- 
ficing the Life of his innocent N to his 
illicit Gain and Rapine. 


* F aQts of this Wik Nature, tis not on- 
ly the Life, but the Soul perhaps, and the eter- 
nal Salvation of the unhappy Sufferer, that are 
 involv'd in Perdition and Ruin; nay, by the 

Death of one, whole Families are frequently diſ- 

treſs'd, and made miſerable Sharers in the fame 
common Fate and FO 


Tra this 1 think: a more ſhocking Scene 
ran ſcarce be preſented to the Imagination un- 
leſs it be that of the acquitting ſuch deteſted Cri- 
minals from condign Puniſhment, by the infa- 
mous Partiality of their Country, tho* their 
Guilt and -all the Circumſtances attending it be 
frequently moſt notorious and flagrant, 


Beyore I conclude my Obſervations on the 
Breach of this Commandment, I cannot omit 
mentioning one Sort of Murder, which ſeems 
to de of a very diſtinct Species from thoſe al- 

ready 


-o 
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ready recited, becauſe committed for the moſt 
Part by Gentlemen only, as a Teſt of their 
Courage and Honour, from whence they muſt, 
in the'Senſe of the preſent World, be eſteem d 
mean, daſtardly, and contemptible, ſhould they 
on the ſlighteſt Affront or Provocation n 
to decline it. 


* 


" Fnon this Repreſentation of the Matter, one 
unacquainted with the Importance and Neceſſity 
of this laudable Cuſtom, might juſtly ſuſpect, 
that, what I have affirm'd here, muſt be a moſt 
abſurd Soleciſm and Falſhood ; yet I appeal to 
all Men of Reaſon and Obſervation, whether 
this be not A moſt true Picture of the Fact, I 

mean, that- well- known Practice of Duelling, ſo 


frequent e us. 75 


* the. Mode eſtabliſh'd by our modern 
and, refined Chr iftians.is, that if one Man ſhould . 
be. 10 audacious a8 to. tell another, from ſome 
Conduct r. Declaration of his, which he does 
not approve of, that he is a Scoundrel or a Li- 
ar, when, moſt probably, there is not the leaſt 
Degree of Honour or Veracity in the Character 
of either, yet to repair this imaginary Affront 
offer d to one or both, or, in Reality, to nei- 
ther of theſe puiſſant Heroes, no Compenſa- 


tion can be adequate to the Crime, but a Trial 
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of Skill, by ſome deſtructive Inſtrument, which 
of theſe warlike Combatants ſhall, with the great- 
eſt Fortune or Dexterity, conſign the other to 
immediate Death and Damnation; and indeed, 
it frequently happens, that the Reparation is mu- 
tual, by the Deſtruction of both theſe honou- 
rable Gladiators at the ſame Inſtant. 


' Now what a Contraſt is there here betwixt 
this gallant Rule of human Inſtitution, and the 
poſitive Laws of God and Religion: Theſe in- 
form us, that no Man's Life is to be taken out 
of Malice or Revenge &, or for any other End, 
but Self-preſervation, judicial Puniſhment, or 
the Obſtruction of a common Enemy: That, on 
the other Hand, eftabliſhes it as an invariable 
Maxim, that we forfeit all Honour and Reputa- 
tion, -if we do not ſhed his Blood, who, in the 
loweſt Manner offends us. The Law of Chri/t 
is peremptory, that all Injuries ſhall be forgiven 7, 
that Vengeance for ſuch belongs to God alone t, 
and that even for the greateſt, a a legal Redrefs, 
and no private or malicious one muſt be at- 
| tempted ; but the greater Wiſdom of Man ſays, 
that we are moſt contemptible, and act beneath 
the Dignity of our Nature, if ever we pardon 
the leaſt Affront, levell'd even at our imaginary 
Honour, without kacrificing the Life of the Of- 

5 fender, 
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men, tho* eternal Damnation ſhould be the 
Conſequence. 
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fender,. if we can, to our Refentment. In a 
Word, the Scriptures deelare, * that by offer- 
ing any Violence to our Neighbour, we cannot 


be good Chriſtians, or intitled to Salvation; 


but the more authentick Policy of our Age and 
Nation affirms, that, if we do not riſque our 
own Lives, for the Deſtruction of his, upon 
every Provocation, we cannot be fine Gentle- 


Taz Horror, Barbarity, and Wickedneſs of 
this prevailing Cuſtom, are ſo great and flagrant, 
that more, I think, need not be ſaid, to depreciate 
it in the Judgment of every virtuous and un- 
prejudiced Thinker : The Laws of our Country, 
indeed, make no Allowance for Murders per- 
petrated in this Way ; but when the Truſtees 


for the Execution of ſuch Laws overlook, or act 


in direct Oppoſition to them, ſo much heavier 
is the Guilt that hangs over us, and deeper the 


Stains of that Blood which. has been ſhed, with- 


out making ſuch Atonement as God requires 
for it. The Foundation of all Laws muſt be 


| that indiſpenſible Law of God, which ſays, that,- 


Wheſeever ſheddeth Man's Blood, by Man ſhall 
his Blood be ſhed f miſerable, ſurely, muſt the 
only Apology of their Guardians be, that they 

muſt 
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muſt approve themſelves on ſuch Trials as much 
Gentlemen, and as little , as theſe who 
Ur * 1 

Mex, Who are Murderers in this genteel 
| and faſhionable Way, may probably ſay here, 
in their Defence, that as the Injuries they re- 
ceived were great, and their Paſſions ſtrong, 
they could not command themſelves ſo far, as 
not to ſeek Redreſs in this Manner, but where 
| no. 8 . powerfil Temptations of this Kind inter- 
- ppſe, none would be more averſe than them- 
"ſelves, to offer the leaſt Damage or Violence 
to their Neighbour ; in the next Command- 
"ment therefore, which prohibits Adultery, or 
the wronging their Neighbour in his Bed, we 
may, perhaps, find them more virtuous and 
obedient. 


ö <. 


"Sap Chance | * the longer, I think, we pur- 
* our Country-men in their moral Conduct, 
the worle'; no one Duty yet quoted can I diſ- 


*cern them eminent for, and the tendereſt and 


moſt delicate Part of their Neighbours Property 
cannot eſcape their Fraud and Invaſion. It is not 
enough, that their irregular” Lufts, and Corrup- 
tions hurry them into all the inordinate Acts of 
common Whofedom and Uncleanneſs; but that 
"wich is made the moſt ſacred Poſleſſion of an- 


other 
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other Man *, and upon which not only. his 


oven Credit, and Comfort, but the Intereſt, 


Honour and Reputation of his Family depends, 
is hunted after as a neceſſary Prey, to ſatiate the 
Adulterer's deprav'd and boundleſs Appetite. The 
more acceſſible Scenes of Brothels, Stews, and 
ſimple Fornication is a Purſuit beneath 'theſe 
Champions Care, and an unmarried Woman, 
by no Means, an Entertainment ſuited to thoſe 
refined Taſtes, who value their Pleaſures by the 
Difficulty which attends their Acquiſition ; every 
Porter and Footman, they think, can enjoy this 
Feaſt, when he pleaſes; but to ſucceed in a well- 
managed Intrigue with a Man's Wife, and to 
cheat that jealous and watchful Argus, who, 
like a greedy Miſer, would hoard up all this 
"Treaſure into his own Cheſt, nor admit a Part- 
ner in thoſe Joys and Charms, which he is un- 
worthy of; there lies the very Spirit of Gallan- 
try, nothing but Courage and Dexterity can ac- 
compliſh it, and ſuch a Conqueſt is adapted 
alone to the Genius and Merits of a Heroe. 

Goop God | to what an abandon'd Extreme 
of Villainy and Turpitude muſt the Soul of a 
rational Creature be debauch'd, before he can 
ſubmit to indulge himſelf in ſuch vicious Prin- 
eiples and Diſpoſitions, and by Deceit or Vio- 
lence to rob his Brother + of that Prerogative, 


which, 
Gen. il, 24. 117% iv. 6. 
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which, above all others, is moſt peculiar and 
dear to him. The very Brutes, in ſenſual Com- 
merce, ſhew a Purity and Honour in bare In- 
ſtinct ſuperior to this, and when have cho» 
ſen theis Mates, they are co and content- 
ed, nor rove after that Variety which already 
has become the Lot of a Fellow- animal; but 
Man, baſe and perfidious Man! under the Influ- 
ence and DireQion of Reaſon, has no Reliſh or 
Satisfaction in innocent, moderate, and lawful 
Enjoyments ; Honeſty and Property in his Plea- 
ſures are the very Circumſtances which diſguſt 
him, and nothing can create him ſo much Joy“ 

as the Poſſeſſion of that which he knows he has 
no Right or Claim to. 


Is the Crime of Adultery, the Burthen of 


Guilt is generally laid at the Woman's Door, as 
if Modeſty and Chaſtity were the peculiar Pro- 
vince of that Sex, the ſpurious Brood brought 
by Infidelity into Families, the only ill Conſe- 
quence that attended it, and no Infamy or Dif- 
grace to ariſe from any other Quarter ; but if 
it be remember'd on the other Hand, that the 
Laws of God and conjugal Duty , have equat- 
ly made this a Crime of the deepeſt Dye in 
both Parties; that the Huſband's adulterous 
_ frequently becomes the Source of great 


Expence, 


* Jer. v. 8. | + I Car. Vil, 25 37 47 
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Expence, to the Detriment of a virtuous Wife 
and her legal Iſſue; and that the Man on theſe 
Occaſions, is the uſual Aggreſſor, whoſe artful 
Temptations ſo oft? have. ſeduced the feebler 
Sex into Compliance and Ruin, I cannot eſteem 
him the leaft, but rather the moſt culpable in 
this grievous Tranſgrefſion. 


CusToM, tis true, and a falſe and partial 
Judgment of Things have determin'd other- 
wiſe, and made the oppoſite Virtue to this Vice 
the diſtinguiſhing Teſt of a Woman's Merit 
and Character; for which Reaſon, I need not 
fay, how cautiouſly ſhe ought to guard that 
moſt ineſtimable Jewel of her Fortune, Ho- 
nour and Dignity, deprived of which, ſhe muſt 
be miſerable ; but if, at the ſame Time, the o- 
ther Sex were juſtly branded, and equally made 
infamous, for a Pollution indiſcriminately odi- 
ous in human Nature, and which their Situation 


and more inflexible Qualities might better de- 


fend them from; this happy Effect would ſurely 
attend ſuch an impartial Cenſure, that this Crime 
would probably be the leſs frequent, and the So- 
duction of the weaker Part of our Species the 
more ſucceſsfully prevented. 


4 Bur beſide the Poller, and more pernicious 
Act of Adultery, the Commandment now be- 
| | 2 - fore 
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fore us, implies a Prohibition of all the lower 


and ſubordinate Degrees of intemperate Luſt 
and Uncleanneſs *, which are forbidden both 
by revealed and rational Laws, and inconſiſtent 


as well Weg, e as the gy" of God's 


Nature.. - 


Is this Latitude, J fear the Charge againſt | 


our Brethren will: become more univerſal; and 
but a ſmall Number, in Proportion to the Bulk 
of our Inhabitants, be able to acquit them- 
ſelves of all Cenſure and Tmaputation. 


Wurn we reflect upon the lewd and im- 
modeſt Speech + and Behaviour, not only of 
the Vulgar, but of many in a' higher Sphere, 
from whom ſome Decency and more exalted 
Sentiments might be expected; how impure 
and ſinful, even in this lower Offence, muſt 
appear their Mind and all_ their Conceptions, 
when no Regard to the Delicacy of Sex, the 
Reverence of eee or the why of Sta- 
_ will reſtrain them. | 0769? 


Bur upon a ſtricter Enquiry into thoſe in- 
numerable Multitudes of bare-faced ' Fornica- 
tors, ſhameleſs Proftitutes, and ſpurious Baſtards, 
which ſwarm on all — around us, the wide 

Degeneracy 
@ Eph. v. 5. + Eph. 4. 29. 


>. 3 
5 


ANzwYranr's Girr, 65 


Degeneracy * and Corruption of our Natives 


is ſurely but too notorious. Inſtead of the leaſt 
Shew of conſcious Guilt, for their Turpitude 
and Impurities, or ſeeking any Covert or Re- 
tirement to conceal them, Whoredom, Concu- 
binage and Adultery, are openly boaſted of, as 
Acts of the greateſt Glory and Manhood ; and 
none more ready to run into ſuch vile Exceſs, 
than they whoſe Duty it is from Power, Digni- 
ty, and Office to puniſh and reform it. 


TAE Deſtruction of all Peace and Credit in 
Families, the irretrievable Ruin and Infamy of 
many. hapleſs Virgins; nay, the Danger, per- 
haps, of eternal Perdition to their Souls hereaf- 
ter, is the frequent Conſequence of this inhu- 
man and deteſtable Vice; and yet the Authors 
of it have oft” been known, upon an Appeal for 
Juſtice, to attempt by Blood-ſhed and Violence 
to defend their Guilt, and ſcreen themſelves LY 
gainſt all Manner of Reparation. 


To prevent and 1 ſuch crying Evils, 


many Expedients indeed have been deviſed and 


inſtituted, . but like others of our moſt important 


Laws, how much they have fail'd in Execution, 
is too viſible to need Demonſtration. 


Is 
Ff. xiv. 3. 
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In many Inſtances of Felony, even for the 
moſt contemptible Part of our Property, the Pe- 
nalty is no leſs than Death, but for the Rapine 
of Virtue, Honour, and perhaps eternal, as well 


as temporal Felicity, not the leaſt Rebuke or 
Animadverſion. 


Fon this unhappy Conduct in a Chriſtian and 
civilized Community, no Reaſon, I think, but 
this can be offer'd, that the Corruption is be- 
come general, the Fact not eſteemed Villainy, 
but Gallantry, and few impartial Judges to be 
expected, when amongſt thofe, who have in 
Reality reſervd the Cognizance of this Crime 
to themſelves, it is' either too univerſally . 
tis'd, applauded, or conniv'd at. 


Tux Motives for bg the Authority 
of that only Court, where a tolerable Redrefs 
of this Grievance could be hoped' for, I ſball 


not pretend here to determine; the Effect it 


has had, proves, I fear, but too plainly the 
Deſign, and the fatal Succeſs is this, That ſcarce 
one, in ten thouſand Violations of this Com- 
mandment, has fince met with an adequate Pu- 
niſhment or Proſecution. Chaſtity then, and the 
Conqueſt of their carnal Luſts, not being yet 
the Virtues, by which our Brethren of this Iſle 


have diſtinguiſh'd themſelves; and the Crimes 


of 
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of Adultery, Fornication, and other Acts of 


Lewdneſs, eſteem'd, perhaps, among them the 
moſt diſtinguiſhing Qualities of a polite Educa- 
tion, let us now proceed to bring thoſe Heroes 
of Gallantry and Honour to the Teft, about the 


Duties of the next Commandment, which for- 


bids the ſtealing from, or defrauding their Neigh- 
bour in any other Branch of his Property ; for 
this is ſuch an Inſtance of a baſe and abject Mind, 
that our Country- men ſurely, ſo famous for the 
Elevation of their Sentiments in other Reſpects, 


could never ſtoop to ſo mean and contemptible 


an Act of Injuſtice. 


STRANGE it is, notwithſtanding, that there 


ſhould be ſuch a Conttaſt in human Nature, 
that thoſe Gentlemen, ſo proud of their Digni- 
ty and exalted Talents, in the reſt of tfeir Con- 
duct, ſhould, in the Injunction now before us, 
be as ſhameleſs and abandon'd Tranſgreſſors, as 
any other Nation perhaps, upon the Face of the 
whole Earth can produce. 


© Now, in order to detect them properly, in 


their Attachment to this Crime of Fraud or 


Stealing, we muſt diſtinguiſh: the ſeveral Kinds 
and Degrees of it, becaufe there may be ſome 
Branches of this Vice, and thoſe, not the leaſt 
- and detrimental, which are peculiar 


to 
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to a high Claſs of Robbers, who eſteem Fraud 
no Guilt, when it can be ſcreen'd by Character, 
or protected by Fortune, Power or Station. 


Figsr, then, with ge FR to thoſe 


of eminent Rank amongſt us, let us enquire into 


thoſe Facts of Oppreſſion and Extortion *, which 


the High and Mighty exerciſe towards their 


humbler + Inferiors; and here we may difcover 
many Inſtances of iliłir ſuperior State and In- 
fluence, to be no better than Stealing with Au- 
thority, or an avowed Piece of Robbery, where- 
by Might, according to the vulgar Phraſe, ver- 
comes Right ; and Power, which was given for 


„ 1 mode ee LOS 
and Ruin. B 1 80 


Wunn the Faces of the Plcr are Þ around 
with exorbitant Rents and immoderate Taxes, 
and this probably for no other End, than to gratify 
the Vices of the Senſual, or fill the private Coffers 
of ſome haughty Exactor; when Dues of any 


Kind are deny'd to the lawful Proprietor; the 


Tradeſman's fair Demands rejected; the Hire 
of the Labourer, tho' perhaps in the utmoſt In- 


digence, withheld ; Juſtice perverted by Bribes, 


or Fees extorted by the SapRion of Office and 


Lb ; what are all theſe but ſo many Acts 
of 


* 
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of the moſt enormous and audacious Theft, and 
the Guilt of it, more than of any other Kind, 
inflamed on this very. Accqunt, that either Law 
and Authority are pleaded for thoſe very Crimes, 
which they were intended to ſuppreſs; or, that 
the injur'd and , miſerable Sufferers, by their Im- 
potence and Poverty, are unable to procure 
Juſtice or Redreſs againſt ſuch powerful and ex- 
alted Oppoſers. Let us then, I ſay, but look 
around us, and examine theleaſt ſuperficially into 
the Conſequences of Wealth, Pre-eminence and 
Station, and how oft” ſhall we find theſe proſ- 
tituted to the groſſeſt Violations of this Com- 
mandment, under the . pretended Characters of 
Honour, Merit and Juſtice. | 


From theſe- publick 100 bare-faced Rob- 
bers, under, the Charter of Power and Opu- 
lence, let us turn our Eyes to another Claſs, 
not leſs daring and open in their Attempts, 
tho' more excuſable in this Reſpect, that they 
plead no Right or Law, but that of Arms, and 
their Profeſſion, to invade the Property of theit 
Neighbour *; I mean thoſe Plunderers of Vio- 
lence and Chon who, by taking, or threat- 
ning the Lives of their Brethren, ravage' their 
Subſtance from them, and are the. Peſt and Ter- 
| Tor of that Society to which they belong. 


THESE 
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Tuxsx infamous Traders in Blood and Ra- 
pine are but too well known in this Kingdom 
by fad Experience, and our High- ways and 
Dwelling- places, ate often made the guilty Scenes 
of their barbarous Murders and Depredations. 
To this illicit Practice numbers of our honeſt 
Countrymen ſeem to have a natural Biaſs, as 
well from Principle as Education; for, as 
their Temper is pretty much averſe to Labour + 
and Induſtry ; and as they neither are fond of 
working, or ſtarving, if they poſſibly can avoid 
it, they are early train'd, even by their Parents, 
m the Myſtery of Thieving, and, at length turn 
Factors to the Devil, hunting after their Game 
like Beaſts of Prey, and then retiring to their 
Dens for Shelter and Protection. Thus much, 
indeed, we muſt ſay for their Maſter, that he 
ſeldom defrauds them of their Reward ; for, as 
hanging ſeems to be their favourite Death, the 
Gallows is generally the Stage from whence the 
Members of this Profeſſion make their laſt 
Exit, 


By ſuch Methods it is that the Property of 
our Inhabitants is in daily Danger of Invaſion, 


from the Ravage of oppreſſive and arbitrary 


Power, on the one Hand, and on the other, 
from 


+ Eph. iv. 28. 
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from the more deſperate Meaſures of Violence 
and Murder; but, beſides theſe, there are ſome 


privater and more artſul Means made uſe of to 
purloin their Neighbours Subſtance, which Num- 


bers of our Iriſb Brethren ſeem to manage with 


the higheſt Dexterity and Application, and have 
fpread their Fame for Honeſty to the remoteſt 
Regions. The firſt, and moſt prejudicial of 
this Kind, is that almoſt univerſal Fraud “, prac- 
tis'd without the leaſt Remorſe, or Senſe of 
Guilt, thro' all thoſe Branches of Trade, and 
Sale of Commodities, which the Neceſſities of 
Men require for their mutual Comfort and Sub- 
fiſtence. This I call the moſt prejudicial, be- 
cauſe ſuch Traders, under the Colour of Ho- 
neſty, Fair-dealing, and a Right to reaſonable 
Profit, have it in their Power to exerciſe the 
moſt ſcandalous Impoſitions and Extortions, 
without any other Rule, in moſt Inſtances, but 
that of their own Conſcience to direct or re- 
{train them, 


How well this ſame Rule is apply'd, let them 
now lay their Hands upon their Hearts and con- 
ſider, in thoſe various Schemes made uſe of, to 
cheat and circumvent their Correſpondents, as 
well in the Value, as the Quality of thoſe 
Goods which are purchas'd from them. Do 
they 


Fer. vi. 13. 
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they not, upon theſe Occaſions, repreſent their 


intrinſick Worth to be much higher than it 


really is, and in many Caſes corrupt and debaſe 


their Quality by ſpurious and adulterate Ingre- 
dients? Do they not, as oft' as a fair Oppor- 
tunity Offers, take the Advantage of a Neigh- 
bour's Simplicity or Ignorance, in the- Good- 
neſs or juſt Price of their Ware, and eſteem, 
what they thus acquire to be honeſt and lawful 


2 * wiping their Mouth with the adulterpus 


aman, and ſaying they baus done no Evil? Do 


they not frequently defraud as well in the Quan- 


tity, as Quality of their Merchandize, and by 
falſe Weights + and Meaſures make the delud- 
ed Purchaſer pay for what he has not'receiv'd. 
Do they not, in a Word, in almoſt every In- 
fiance of their ſeveral Truſts, Bargains, and 


ContraQs, falſify in a moſt egregious Manner, 


and break the firmeſt Obligations , to procure 


to themſelves ſome baſe and illegal Advantage? 


Ir ſuch be the too common Practice of our 


Country-men; and that ſuch it is, too many l 
apprehend have found to their Coſt: Well may 


it be affirm'd, that the only Way to be ſaſe in 


ſuch a general Scene of Fraud and Corruption; 
is to deal with every Man amongſt chem, a if 


5 


be . were a Rogue. | . d 6035; 


II THts 
* Pro. XXX, 20, Þ Pro. * 43 1. 4» 
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Tins Decet i in Trade, e or any. tag Dal- | 
ing betwixt Man and Man, being à Teſt 4 
probrious Degree of that Theft or Stealing, for- 
bid by the Divine Law now under Conſidera- 
tion, I can't paſs ovet another clandeſtine Kind 
of Thievery, to which our Natives of this Iſl- 
and ſeem ſtrongly addicted 31 mean, that ſecret 
pilfering and purloining the Goods of their 
Neighbour, as aft Privacy, his Abſence, os 
the Clouds of the Night * give them an Oppor- 
ö tunity of concealing * N or 2 — 
7 it in "Pc | 


| Tür dd; are another} horrid pet 2 


Nuſance to every Community where they pre- 
vail; yet I know not whether it provokes more 
= 


to Mirth or Indignation, to hear theſe puny 
Rogues ſo ſeverely. inveigh'd againſt, and cen- 


ſur'd by the demure Chicaning Trader, or the. | 


powerful, wealthy, and illuſtrious Oppreſſor, for 


; this Reaſon only, becauſe the one deals in petty - 

| Larceny, and that by Profeſſion, whilſt the o- 
; thers are over-grown Robbers; That under the 

' Diſguiſe of an honeſt, wiſe, and induſtrious 

2 Merchant; This of an eminent Friend and Sup- 
N porter to the Intereſt of his Country : And theſe. 
2 two worthy Patriots would, from the Dictates of 

8 Eo D | . >. 


® I, xxix. tg. 


AS 
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an upright Conſcience, hang every Thief, on 
whoſe Juries they were choſen, tho not many 


ö 
ö 
Hours before, they — Gy:: | 
| 


IIS af n 

beni Shave dei with me rh 
on this Commandment, I muſt beg Leavt to 
put them in Mind of one Violation, to which, 
I chink, the Generality of them are pretty prone, | 
and which ſeemb to be much more ſinful and 
„ » e ee 570 015 


Tuis, f in Fact, is no leſs than the Wer sa- 
crilege, or the robbing of God himſelf of that 
Property, which he has in a moſt peculiar Man- 1 
ner made his own, and cannot, without ad Fa. 
moſt e be taken 9 bim. 5 


22 
** RE | * 
a_ua we. A a as. oa am Aa 4a ac Aa noe 


1 WP upon this ſevere Chun ten/thou- 
ſand Hands and Eyes will be elevated to Hea- 
ven, and not the leaſt Notion form'd, that the 
Fraud I mean hete is, That of cher wronging 
their eſtabliſk'd Miniſters in thoſe Dues, which 
both Divine and Human Laws have preſcribed 
them : But if theſe ſurpriz'd Gentlemen would, 
be at the great Drudgery of conſulting 'the 
Prophet Malacby *, they would there find, hat 
the Robbery of God's the robbing his Prieſts of 

their 


„ 4 3A re we 


x . f * Mal. iii. 8,9. 


* ” 4 

. S %. 
» a ++ 
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their Tythes and Offerings, for which horrid 
Crime, he not only threatens a perſonal Judg- 


{ +, principal Vi 
all- powerful Interpoſition, but a- poor Foun- 
dation to build upon, either fot Redreſs or 
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ment againſt each ſeparate Offender, but a ge · 
neral one againſt that Land or Nation, who are 
addicted to it. 


How far the religious Nation we -are Mem- 


don'd; I ſhall ſubmit to God, and their own 


Conſcience ; and what Hopes they can have to 


eſcape the like Judgments and Divine Indigna- 


tion, let Reaſon and Scripture determine; this 


only I muſt obſerve, that when the proper Pro- 
tectors of e ſacred Rights become their 
we have, without God's 


W 1 


"i 


— 


3 * the Reader 
is, in ſearching out ſome one Duty, preſerib'd 


by God's Commandments, for the Obſervanee 
of which, our Countrymen ſtand recorded, 
and hitherto, I think, my Labour has proved in- 
tirely fruitleſs : I have yet two left to try this 
important Iſſue upon, tho' I much fear with no 
greater Proſpect of Succels, 


w 


D2 Tur 


bers of, have run into the ſame Crime now, to 
which the Fews formerly ſtood ſo much aban- 


_ * q 4 ** * L « <4 w 
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„Tun Firſt of theſe is" that ninth Law of the 


Decalogue, which forbids the bearing falſe Wit- 


neſs againſt our Neighbour ; that is, in any Re- 


ſpect prejudicing his Reputation or Character, 


framing Reports of him to his Detriment, or 
_ accuſing him maliciouſly of thoſe Crimes, where- 
of he is not guilty ; and in theſe ſeveral Points, 
even where there is not the leaſt Appearance of 
Profit or Revenge to prompt them, yet our. 
loving Brethren and moſt familiar Friends are 
famous for thoſe benevolent Principles of Slan- 
der and Detraction *, and taking a barbarous 
Kind of Pleaſure, in anti each other appear 
as odious and contemptible, as tis poſſible to 


repreſent them, or the Imagination of Man can 


ſuppoſe the moſt abandon'd Criminal ought to 
be painted, In the Opinion of all wiſe and vir- 
tuous Men, their Credit and Good name are 
dearer to them than Life itſelf ; nor can For- 
tune or Property of any Kind come into the 
leaſt Competition with them ; upon theſe the 
Subſiſtence of ſome, and the Comfort and Con- 


veniencies of moſt Men chiefly depend, inſo- 


much, that Solomon, the Oracle of Wiſdom, has 
declared, that theſe are Bleſſings, which ought 
+ rather to be choſen than great Riches ; and 


that they are þ better than precious Ointment ; 
valuable 


* 


* Prev. ci, 3. + Prov. xxii. 1. Þ Fed. vii. i. 


as T7. 
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valuable then as they are, let us ſce with what 


Tenderneſs, Regard, and Benevolence they are 
treated * our 1riſh Brethren and Ae 


Tux firſt e I mal try their Diſpoſi- 


tion and Behaviour upon in this Point, is, that 
of giving Teſtimony in a Court of Judicature, | 


where their taking a ſolemn Oath * upon the 
holy Scriptures is made the Teſt of their Ve- 
racity; and in this I queſtion much, if there 
be another Nation upon Earth fo ſignalia d for 
their exquiſite Conduct as our own. The 
Charge and Direction given them upon theſe 
Occaſions, is, that they ſhall ſwear the Truth; 
the whole Truth, and nothing but the Truth: 

Now, by an odd Kind of Turn in their Judg- 
ment and Way of Thinking, they ſwear not 


the Truth, no Part of the Truth and every | 


Thing but the Truth +. 


Ir a barbarous Murder, for Inſtance, has 
been committed, with all the aggravating Cir- 
cumſtances, that the moſt blood-thirſty and ſa» 
vage Miſcreant is capable of, how often have 
Facts of this Kind been charged by a peremp- 
_ tory. Oath upon innocent Perſons t, who 
had not the leaſt AR or Part in them; and 


at the Time of Commiſſion were, perhaps, at 


D many 
* Heb, vi. 16. + Pro. xix. 3. f Eſ. xciv. 21. 


* m en * . 
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many Miles Diſtance ? On the other Side again, 
how frequently, by an Oath, as ſolemn and po- 
ſitive has the real Murderer been acquitted from 
all Guilt and Condemnation * ? 


In the ſame Manner too, if a Houſe has 
been broken into or robbed, or a Horſe, Cow, 
Sheep, or any other Article of Property ſtolen ; 
in ſuch Events has not the Crime, with all 
imaginable Aſſurance, been ſworn againſt the 
Guiltleſs, whilſt the true Criminal has been as 
tenaciouſly defended againſt all Cenſure and Pu- 
niſhment ; nay, are there not innumerable Ca- 
ſes, where falſe and malicious Accuſations have 
been form'd and proſecuted , for Injuries and 
' Violations, which, in FaQ, were never com- 

mitted by any Offender at all ? | 1 


Now in theſe, and many other Inſtances of 

falſe Teſtimony, it is not only the Character and 
Reputation, but probably the Life and Fortune 
of an innocent Neighbour, that are facrific'd to 
the proſtituted Conſcience of ſome execrable 
Villain, who, to the Sin of ſuch ſhocking In- 
juries againſt his Brother, has added that of Per- 
jury, and an Imprecation of God's Yeu 
ron his own Soul. 


441i T7, 


ry 4 . 


Bur 
* Dent, xxi. 9. + Lale ii. 14. 


"accidentally" a barbarous Murder, er a flagi- 
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Bur ep perhaps 1 Mey deem 00 Moers in 
paſſing ſo harſh a Cenſure upon my pious Coun- 


trymen, by not conſidering the weighty and 


excuſable Motives; which often induce them to 
Commiſſion of the Fact I ſe loudly complain 
of. Some Perſons; for Example, had done them 
an ill Offce, to whom they om d thisRetur of 
Malice and Revenge, in raming their Repata- 
tion or Fortune, or in! getting fem hangzd, 
und put out of the Way of farther: Miſehief ; 
others, 'tis probable, ſtood in the Way of their 
Intereſt or Preferment, and to remove ſuch Ob- 


ſtacles to their own Happineſs and Welfare, was 
Juite prudent and neceſſury. We may ſuppoſe, 


' likewiſe,” that Tome Filend' or Relation very 
dear to them, had the Misfoftune 8 dnit 


tious Robbery, how diſſaffectionate and inhu- 
man would it be to let them ſuffer, for Want 
of a round Oath, to fix chis Crime upon and- 
ther, whom they had no Regard or Allianee to, 


tho hs. was no * concern d i in 1 


Bor e may be As  vroilingd a Motive, as 
any of che former, for this exquiſite Piece of 
Management 3-who knows: but a large and ir- 

reñſtuble Bribe * wuꝗ the Reward of their Per- 


* D 4 „ „ 


0? Bf. 5. 
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. jary;. and what are their Nelghbours Sufferings 


here, or their on eternal Miſery an. to 


ſuch a e Fan 


Tnvs it is t our poor inoffenfive 8 


try- men are frequentiy miſconceiy'd, in _ 


Views and Conduct, and deem'd perhaps to be 


falſe, treacherous, undermining, perjur'd Calum- 


niators, when, at the ſame Time, they are 
only acting the Part of artful and induſtrious 


_ Contenders for their own Intereſt and * 


vancement. 
. 
FT 

* 

13 : 


£2 Ba theſe publick Methods of injuring our 
Neighbour. in his Good-name, or Credit, or 

Liſe, or Fortune, by bearing falſe Witneſs a- 
Pinſt him, I muſt add the more private and 
retired Means of executing this Crime by ® Lies, 
Slander, Detraction, and falſe Judgment; in 

which polite Accompliſhments the Natives of 
„ vH OR nn aa dextrous Nn we 


— 


* 1 * 
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1 a1 15 Las weiY of 2547 20 0 
Now, altho' this Species of falſe Teſtimony 
may not be quite ſo malignant in its Nature, 


or fatal in its Conſequenced, as that alręadyſ re · 


cited, yet hat can be M odious, pernicious, 


or criminal, than-all Attempts'of this Rind- to 
1 0 blaſt 


Ho. W. 19, 
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5 
1 
f 
| 


ANzw Yzar's Greer, 87 


blaſt the Credit of their Neighbours, and to 
bring them into Contempt and u in has 
Society where they live. | | 


To be at niuch Pains, to prove this * 


a predominant Weed in our Soil, is needleſs; 371 
appeal to every Man's Breaſt and common Oh- 


ſervation, whether in himſelf, or in others, he 
finds not this evineed in various and daily In- 


ſtances *; ſo that the Generality of the World 


might reaſonably be ſuſpected to think, that the 
only Method to raiſe themſelves a Character, is 
to deſtroy that of their Btethren; and that 
they cannot be. ſufficiently eſteem' d or honour'd, 
if all others are not diſgraced and deſpiſed... _ . , 


Via rb, or good Qualities of any Kid 
in a Neighbour” s-Fame, they treat as a Bar 19 
their own Felicity; they grow. pale ard ſullen 


at the leaſt Attempt to praiſe or commend hims 


and have no Eaſe or Enjoyment, till they | 
either diſargue the Reality of bis Merit, or 
deform it, as far as they can, by the Shade 
and Blemiſli of ſome ſcandalous Vice to debaſe 
it: The leaſt Mole-hill of Infirmity is ſwell'd 
into a Mountain of Wickedneſs, and a Sea of 
Perfections is dwindled away into ſcarce MM. | 


N of Je Value" or W 
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42" bn ier , 1 
Tux Man of | Religion and Picty is traduced 
by the Libertine or Infidel, as an Hypocrite, 
who puts on this Maſque to gain' Applauſe, 
and cover his real Corruptions ; 3 the Honeſt and 
Vpright would be otherwiſe, were it not for 
Fear of the Laws, and at the ſame Time are 
painted out as proud, imperious, and oppreſſive; 
the Charitable and Beneyolent are repreſented 
under the Guiſe, of having always ſome By- end, 
or Intereſt of their own to promote, and who 
hope, by an Affectation of thoſe Virtues, to 
climb the more ſucceſsfully to Honour and Pre- 
ferment ; in a Word, the truly publick-ſpirited, 
generous, and eminent Benefactor, is often pro- 
claim'd a partial, ſelfiſh, and corrupt Enemy to 


His Country, whilſt 'the low deſigning Villain 


< af 


who defamed him, would paſs for the only Pa- 
trot and Heroe. 


ep here again, in Juſtice to our Country- 
men, who have diſtinguiſh'd their Fame ſo wor- 
thily, in thoſe amiable Talents of Cenſure and 
Scandal, we are not to ſuppoſe them aſſuming 
this Province merely for Amuſement, or the 
Gratification of a malicious and ſplenetick Tem- 
per, at the Expence of their Neighbour's Credit, 


Peace and Reputation; no, they have Reaſons 


for che Character they chuſe to ſhine in, much 
ſtronger 


NS] Trails GT r. 833 
ſtronger and woe in pomant dun cbis amoumts 


- 4 
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aua Dun cue nιẽ i e386 mia yaa! 


e 1 FOR by bis Fa- 
dealing Fl and Ingenuity, is likel 99 thrive grow 


"ric * and d ſurpaſs. the..reſt, of 3 


15 of his Cuſtomers 3,Can hy Thing 

0 Tagacious | or. neceſſary, as to publiſh. him a 
Bünkrupt, or a Vender of adulterated Ware, 
and thus, at < onc olaya well-c oncerted Scheme, 
for blaſting his, T it and growing Fortune ? 
Muſt an aſpiring Fe low, becauſe he has a Ge- 
nius, or is reputed a Man of approved Senſe 
and Learning, be univerſally admired, and the 
ignorant Block- head held in Contempt, for 
Wunt of à bold Piece of unintelligible Eriti- 
eiſm, to pfdye all his Rival's Productions inco- 


herent and Nonſenſe? Or ſhall the daring Ef- 


forts of conſpicuous Worth and. Abilities to 
poſſeſs à lucrative Poſt, or an hongurable- Sta- 
oe be crown d with Succeſs, and the gro- 

veling Scoundrel not attempt at the one Time: 
to defeat him, and riſe upon the Ruins of his 


e Eſteem and een, k. 
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bude noting ddt weten W- 


r monts, and Alleviations for their Conduct, our 


29 Candidates, for Wealth, or Fame, or Ho- 
| * M r nour, 
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„bout may perhaps be , unwaryy: miſrepreſented 


in their Views and Deſigns, when in Reality all 
they aim at, is their own Security and Welfare : 

This Point, however, I ſball ſubmit tq the Pe- 
ciſion of better Caſuiſts 2 my ſelf, and, pro- 


clandeſtine ka of falſe Tefiimony: which con- 
ſiſts in that contemptible Practice of Back-bi- 


ting *, Tale-bearing, and Whiſpering, ſo much 
become the favourite Entertainment of our. Age 


and Nation, and in which I, believe ſearce any 
hav pes ee ren gre equal ue. Few 


Tut Is Breach of the Commandment. now C4 


ſore us, may, perhaps carry an Appearance. of 
more Tenderneſs and Moderation in it than ei- 
ther of the former, and aſſume a Colour 2 
Friendſhip and Concern. for the Failings of 

_ "Brethren, by deploring them with a pitiful, Air 


"and Accent to our moſt "Intimates. and 
Companions ; but in Reality tis, both in the 


"Defign, and Conſ W much | more d 
te nd injurious,” 0 


1 


Wuzy, one Man 7 27 i nin 
another's MifconduR, he ſhould, to the utmoſt 


of his Power, ſuppreſs. the Publication of it, and 
W nn nee 
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che Knowledge of ſo important a Secret *: If by 
Advice or Authority he can reſorm the Offender, 
on privately ſearching out the Truth, he does a 


moſt friendly and commendable Action; but upon 


precarious Grounds, to ſpread the Report in 2 


clandeſtine Manner, is ſtabbing his Neighbour 


in tha Dark , and giviug him n 
ſor the: leaſt Defence or Vindication. 


Bur the greateſt Misfortune f is, that vn theſe 
Occaſions, for the moſt Part, there is no real 
Foundation at all for the Rumour fo induſtri- 
J ouſly reveal'd and propagated, to the Diſadvan- 
tage of our ' Neighbour. It is at firſt probably 
' contrived by ſome cenſorious and malicious 
Mind, for the Gratification of a vicious Princi- 
pee, r an idle, of ill natur d Diſpoſition ; it is 
then imparted to others, with a ſtrict Injunction 
of Secrecy- at leaſt to name no Author ; and 
chus it is in a ſhort Time handed thro* a Multi- 
tude, without coming at the Fountain - head, 
from whence it firſt ſprang, and the miſerable 
Victim is privately facrificed, without Guilt, or 
"I leaſt Means of Prefervation. 


1 have often Sought it a HAN baue, 
to ſee fo ſavage and hard- hearted a Crime in- 


is amongſt the ſofter Part of our Species, 
in-whoſe Boſom nothing but Love, Compaſſion, 


2 N 
® Prov XxViie 9. + Prov. xviii. f. 
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and Tenderneſs ſhould hear; Sway; with theld hea- 
venly Qualities, they might deſervedly be num - 
ber d indeed amongſt the faireſt Works of the 
Creation; but a Circle of ſeeming Angels, aſſem- 


I take to be a more hideous Groupe, than that 
of Indian Canibals, banquating upon human 
Fleſh, and beſmear d with the Blood. and Car- 
d of of their nr 


g MX 4 ef 
i 8010 ,+ -iti I Renn 


eee 


Nolte or outſhine others i in Beauty, Wit, 
or Fortune, ſo long as a well-concerted Piece of 
Scandal can tarniſh all thoſe Graces, 175 a 
Aru her, ſl uperior Merit and' rh: 1 


% Aal 3s 21922 10 


Is this Vindication F ths not ſufficient. 


t juſtify an Act of ſuch apparent Rigour, and 
-Gruelty to their injur'd Competitor, I, believe, 
F diyeſted. of all Flach Conſideratiang, ey 
would conſider the, Crime in its native Colours, 


and with an impartial Eye view the ridiculous 
 Antitude,1this, meaneſt of Foibles ſets them in, 
they could not, I think, one Moment heſi- 
tate, whether they ought: not for. £v6k: and 
don and diſdain it. Poder af 


J have 


bled to mangle Fame, and devour Reputation, 
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an e wb wochen a wide Field i Queſt 


of Religion, and moral Virtue, by a ſtrict En- 


quiry into Nine of our Commandments, and 
the ſeveral Violations of them, in thoſe reſpec- 
tive Injuries offer d to God and our Neighbour ; 


and with great Grief and Reluctance, I can't 


help obſerving, that thro' the whole there is no 
extraordinary Share of Merit or Obedience to 
be aſcrib'd to the Inhabitants of this Kingdom: 


There yet remains one with Regard to our Neigh- 


bour's Property, which lays a Reſtraint upon the 
Mind itſelf *, and every ſelfiſh Diſpoſition, 


which can prompt Men even to covet the le- 


gal Poſſeſſions of their Brethren ; whereas the 
former Five in this laſt Table are rather formed 
to reſtrain all external As of Violenenagd In- 
Joon againſt them. 


Now any farther Examination here into our 
Countiymens Breach of this Law, ſeems almoſt 
ſuperfluous, becauſe, altho' it is very poſſible for 
Men to covet, without putting their Deſixes:in- 
to Execution, yet they who appear to be guilty 


of the Fact, muſt ſurely at firſt be guilty of 


the Intention; however, for Order fake, and 
to ſhew the fatal Effects of indulging this in- 
ternal Vice of Covetouſneſs, I ſhall trace it a 


little thro thoſe various Objects of it, from 
which 


Prov. iv. 23. 
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which Men are reſtrained by this Command- 
ment; and in theſe ſeveral Particulars, ſee how 
far the Inhabitants of our northern Clime have 
- diſtinguiſh'd themſelves, by the 3 of their 
Las aa and Affections. 


Finsr * we e by the . 
Letter of this Precept, to covet our Neighbour's 
Houſe ; intimating not only the more immediate 

Place of his Habitation, but the whole, and every 
Part of his Poſſeſſions, and thoſe annex'd Con- 


veniencies, which are requiſite to his on and 
his Family's „ e 


Now, in direct Oppoſition to this EY 
1 common and notorious is it, in every Part 
and Corner ef this our Iſle, to find that Brood 
of Engroſſers, who are never content or eafy, 
till they are poſleſs'd of all around them, adding 
Field to Field ®, and Houſe to Houſe ; and; like 


er and ſmaller into their own Verge, by their 


ſuperior Power and Influence. Numbers there 


are of theſe artful and covetous Ahabs, who 


graſp at every poor Naboth's + Vineyard in their 
Reach: The ſmalleſt Plat of Earth out of their 


on Property, proves an Eye-ſore. and a Grie- 


vance to them; they think none have a Right 


8 


* Mich. ii. 2. + 1 Kin. xxi. 
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to inherit or govern * but themſelves, and their 

meaner Neighbours fit only to be their Vaſſals, 
Slayes and Dependants: To accompliſh their 
Ends they leave no Means unpractiſed; and, if 
by a legal and juſt Courſe they cannot ſucceed, 
C unning, Fraud, and Oppreſſion F, are variouſly 


try'd, as the Caſe demands, to ſatiate Fm 51 


d Deſires. 


* 


How conformable this Teer! is to the Law 
now before us, requires no great Conſideration 
to anſwer; and yet how juft the Charge is againſt 
Thouſands in this little Spot of Earth we live 
upon, let the Suffrage of thoſe Multitudes, who 
have felt the e it, determine. 


Lr us enquire the into the ſecond Parti- 
cular of our Neighbour's Property, which this 
Commandment forbids Men to covet, and fee 


whether our Brethren of Ireland be not as fa- 
mous in the Obſervation of this as the former. 


Here indeed they are reſtrain'd in a very de- 
licate Point, where no Plea or Excuſe can be 


admitted for the Violation; for altho' in other 
Parts of Right and Poſſeſſion, as well the De- 
ſire as the Purchaſe, may in many Caſes be juſt 


and lawful ;; yet as to the Wife of our Neigh- 


— withheld from us, no Terms 
7971 1010 or 


Ef. xlix. 11. * + Prov, M. 21. 
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or Condition can poſſibly warrant either an ir- 
| regular Affection or ſenſual n *. 


Tuer E whom + G 2 hath fee together, no 
Man may put aſunder ; the Bonds of Wedlock, 
as well as the Conſent of Parties, have made this 
Union indiſſoluble; and therefore to attempt. or 
covet a Property of ſo ſacred a Kind, which can- 


not be alienated, is a Crime of the deepeſt Dye, 


and beyond all Vindication..." + + 


nid have already, under the Sin of Adultery, 
traced out a little the Gallantry of our Country- 


men, in this particular Part of their Diſpoſition 
and Conduct, and ſhall, only add here, that 


where there are ſuch innumerable Diſcoveries 
of this execrable Fact committed, ariſing in- 
tirely from the vicious Indulgence of lewd and 
illicit Deſires t, we may well conclude from 
many Circumſtances of Behaviour, that there 
are many Thouſands beſides, undeniably. guilty 
in the Will and Intention, could they with Eaſe 
and Safety, purſue the Objects of a E TONE's 
„ ee $1 101. b 


5 "TO to our i Neighbours Wife, we are re- 
ſtraim'd here from coveting his Man- ſervant, or 


9 theſe: are likewiſe His 


Property, 
„Ae v. 286. + Mat. An. 6. f 7. i. 15. 
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Property, and as by Stipulation he hath the beſt * _ 
Right to their Service and Labour, till by mu- 
tual Conſent, or ſome other juſt Cauſe, ſuch 
Stipulation is difloly'd, it muſt be a manifeſt 
Breach of this Commandment to covet or en- 


tice ſuch Servant from him. 


How riftly then do Numbers of our 8 
ternity in this Kingdom adhere to the Injunction 
here laid upon them, when it is well known, that 
no one Practice is ſo common amongſt them, 
as by Art, Flattery, ſpecious Promiſes and other 
indirect Means, to ſeduce the Servants of their 
Neighbour from him, in order to promote their 
own Profit and Advantage. 


Ar rz this follows the laſt Prohibition, Fu 
cify'd in this Commandment, of + zet covetiing 
our Neighbours Ox, or his Aſs, under which axe 
included his whole Cattle, and all his Flocks 
and Herds, into whatever Kinds they may be 


diſtinguiſh' d. In theſe our Brethren have ſo juſt 
a Propriety, that they are not to be invaded 


even by a Wiſh ; becauſe from thence the Pro- 
greſs is eaſy to Circumvention, Fraud, and open 
Violation; and the Bounds are ſoon over - paſs d, 
that ſeparate Deſire from an Attempt to ph 
tain it. 


= 
| LL, 


Now 


1 + 1 Sam. xii. 2» 
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| Now the Guilt that abounds in our Commu- 
nity, as to this Point, is, I think, but too no- 
torious, from the many unfair Methods uſed 
in the Way of Bargain and Purchaſe, to tranſ- 
fer theſe Articles of our Neighbour's Subſtance 
into our own Poſſeſſion; for did we not inor- 
dinately covet them, we could not ſo oſten by 
Artifice, Falſhood, and Impoſition, attempt to 


acquire them; when we are * Buyers, ſaying 


they are naught ; but when Poſſeſſors, boaſting 
our own Craft and Dexterity, and the great Ad- 
vantages we have reap'd by them. | 


In the Cloſe. of this Commandment, every 


the minuteſt Article of our Neighbour's Pro- 


perty is ſumm'd up, in this general Prohibition, 
that we ſhall not covet any Thing that is his; 
not only thoſe Particulars of greater Weight and 
Conſequence, already mention'd, but that we 
ſhall not indulge our f Deſires, even in Mat- 
ters of the ſmalleſt and moſt trifling Importance, 


Om this laſt comprehenſive Prohibition, 1 
can't avoid, in one Word, to make a very 
melancholy, tho', I fear, a true Reflection, that 
from the known Temper and Behaviour of the 
far greater Part of all we converſe with, no- 


thing 


m 
rv. . , 


Aal xx. 33% 
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thing is more evident, than that boundleſs and 
inſatiable * Thicſt, after every temporal Emo- 
lumeat, from whence they imagine a Neigh- 
bour enjoys the leaſt Degree of Comfort or 
Convenience, which they themſelves want; 
ſelfiſh to the higheſt Extravagance, in all Things 
which tend to their own Gratification ; but to 
the Miſery of their Brother quite Blind, uncon- 
cern'd and relentleſs. 


In this, and thè former Divine Laws, pre- 


ſcrib'd by God for h Conduct and Direc- 
tion, I may be charged perhaps with Ill-nafure, 


Severity, and Injuſtice, for branding ſo univer- 


fally all Ranks and Degrees amongſt us, with 
the Violation of every Branch of moral and 
religious Duty ; and drawing out ſuch a Picture 


of Men profeſſing, and inſtructed in Chr: Miani- | 
ty, as the moſt ignorant or unbelieving Part of 


our Species might be aſham'd of. 


But hire it muſt be rern d, that in all 


Imputations of this Kind, it is the Multitude 
only, or*the larger and more conſiderable Part 
of our Community, and not every Individual, 


that is intended: We have, God be thanked, 
many ſtill amongſt us, + who are truly and zea- 


louſly attached to Chriſt and his Religion, ſound 


Hab ii. 9g. + King, xix, 8. | 
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in their Faith and Principles, and ſincerely vir- 
tuous in every Inſtance of their Duty and Con- 
verſation ; but, alas ! theſe are ſcarce a Mite, if 
compared to that unhappy Bulk, who have in- 
tirely abdicated every Thing that is Chriſtian, 
pious, or moral, in their Thoughts and Actions, 
and abandon'd themſelves to all that is impious 
and prophane. 


I covuLD heartily wiſh this Charge were falſe, 
and my Calculation erroneous, but *till it ap- 
pears ſo upon better Grounds than at preſent I 
can perceive, I cannot think, that any Suppreſ- 
ſion of the Truth, or unmerited Compliment 
to Vice and Infidelity, can be 'the ſucceſsful 


Method, to render this an opulent, happy, or 


proſperous Nation, 


Hz muſt be an unſkilful or diſingenuous 
Phyſician, who flatters his Patients with favou- 
rable Symptoms, under a dangerous and malig- 
nant Diſtemper: When the Caſe is deſperate, 
the Remedy muſt be ſevere, if Neceſſity re- 
quires it; nor can any Thing be more cruel or 
unfriendly, than that ill-judged Lenity, which 
preſcribes Emollients, where Corroſives only can 
effect the Cure. But as in the natural, ſo like- 
wiſe in the political Conſtitution, the fatal Con- 
ſequences of Diſorder and Corruption, the Cau- 

| ſes 


— 
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ſes from whence they ariſe, and the Means to re- 


move theſe, muſt all of them be laid open, in 


Order to reſtore Health and Vigour; and this 


Method I ſhall beg Leave to purſue to the beſt 
of my Skill and Capacity, in 2 fow farther Ob. 
lorvations, 


THAT much the greater Part of our Inha- 
bitants in this Kingdom are in a moſt deplorable 


Situation, in Regard to their moral and religious 
Welfare, none, I believe, will venture to deny; © 
and the Characters, I have already deſcribed 


them in, are but too conſpicuous and legible, to 
require the leaſt Doubt or Explanation; the 


Malady, in ſhort, is become almoſt univerſal, 


and the Infection ſcarce to be ſtopped by any 
Thing elſe, than the miraculous Interpoſition 
of a Divine Protector, to ſtand betwixt the 
Dead and the Living. What then are likely 
to be the dreadful Effects of this ſpreading Miſ- 


chief, even in our temporal and national State, 
if not ſeaſonably checked, but brought to it's 


final Conſummation, will ſurely be well deſerv- 
ing our moſt diligent Enquiry, Ge ne 


_ and men n 


' Whoever believes that there is a God, | 
muſt likewiſe acknowledge him a Being of all 
infinite Perſections, and if endowed with ſuch, 

„„ p that 


n 
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that conſtantly to exert theſe, as Neceſſity re- 
quires, is the very End of his Exiſtence and Go- 
vernment : If therefore he' be Good and Holy 
in his own Nature, he muſt not only love, but 


promote and demand the ſame Diſpoſition in 


- every other Being which he has created, -and is 
ſubordinate to him, fo far as they in their re- 
ſpective Rank and Duty are ſuſceptible. of it: 


If he be wiſe, he will take all due Methods to 


inſpire and cultivate this Diſpoſition ; if he be 


juſt, he will to his rational and accountable 


Creatures make a Retribution, ſuitable to their 
Uſe or Neglect of it; and if he be omnipotent, 
this Retribution he cannot poſſibly fail in; and 
thus do al! his other Attributes, or eminent Per- 
ſections, co-operate together, as a ſure Founda- 
tion, for the Support 'of his own Glory and 
Government, and the Happineſs of Mankind, 
ſrom which they cannot, by any other Means, 
but their own Denen and Obſtinacy, be ſe- 
cluded. 


Fon the Promation and Security of this great 


End, * God formed Man at firſt an intelli- 


gent Being with a perfect Knowledge of all 


thoſe Duties, which were to conſtitute him a 
virtuous, good, and moral Agent ; an upright, 
free, and determin'd Will, to undertake and 

practiſe 


* Gen. i. 27. 
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practiſe theſe, and ſufficient 22 if he pleas” d, 
to emen — © Y "4 


2 -Tx ESE great Prerogatives indeed, * our firſt 
Parents, by their Diſobedience to a poſitive Law 
of their Maker's, ariſing from the Temptatiori 
of a wicked and infernal Spirit, juſtly forfeited, 
and in Strictneſs ineurr'd the whole Penalty de- 
nounced againſt their Tranſgreſſion, without the 


leaſt Title to Merey, Favour or Indulgence i. 
nor did they alone, but all their deſcending Po- 


terity, as the inevitable Conſequence of carnal 
Generation, contract the ſame Corruption of 
their Nature, and ſtand expoſed to the ſame 


dreadful Sentence of Condemnation : But God, 


in tender Compaſſion to the Work of his own 
Hands +, and thro" the Mediation and Atone- 
ment, of his own eternal Son, was favourably 
pleas'd to admit Mankind in general to a new 
Coyeiiant of Mercy and Grace, wherein the 
Defect ol, their Knowledge was to be ſupply d, 
by an expreſs Revelation of his Divine Will, 
ind a written Law, to point out to them t 
whole Nature and Limits of their Duty ; and 
their thagifeſt Inability to diſcharge this of them- 
ſelves, was par d by ſuch a Meaſure of ſuper- 


natural Stre W 2 Communication of 


God's * Spirit as would e them all the 
E Power 


* Rom. v. 6. + Rims v. 15. 
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Power and Diſpoſition they requir d, for a Taſk 
0 arduous and important. 
Tux impious * Scolfers of this n 
Age may deride, as much as they pleaſe, this 
tragical Event, of Man's falling from his ori- 
ginal ReRitude, and the Means of his Redemp- 
tion, from thoſe fatal Conſequences which at- 
tended. it; but I ſhould be glad to know, upon 
phat other Plan, they can account for that Cor- 
ruption of Human Nature, which they them- 
ſelves, I think, of the whole Race of Mankind, 
do the moſt evidently diſplay ; or what Foun- 
dation. they. can build upon, who ſuppoſe, that 
Wretches, ſo devoted to Vice and Turpitude of 
every Kind, ſhould ever haye the leaſt Grounds, 
to hope for Favour or Acceptance, at the Hands 
of 2 pure, juſt, and vindictive God: For my 
Part, I can think of no other Way, in which 
they can make their Scheme. conſiſtent, but this, 
that he muſt have been an evil and. deſtruQive, 
inſtead of a good and beneficent Being, who 
could form, as the moſt perfect of his Creatures, 
ſuch a hideous Maſs of Corruption, as they 
ſeem to be compounded of; and conſequently, 
that this Malignity and Pollution of their Na- 
ture, which they : are ſo eminent for, is the very 
| Point o Ws which K jud ge moſt effectual 
to 
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to recommend them; for ſure I am, that to ſup- 


poſe them, in their preſent Frame and State of 


Deformity, thus emerging from the * Hands of 


benevolent Omnipotence, i is no great Coir | 


ment paid the Deity. | 


Bur taking it for granted, 'that the Seriptutes 
are in Reality a divine Revelation, and that 
they give, us the beſt Account of this whole 
Matter ; . nay, farther, that theſe infallible Gen- 
tlemen, who pretend to believe otherwiſe, ard 
either miſtaken in their Judgment, or, + from 
ſome ſecret Motives of their own, are fond of 
conteſting Points, whoſe Truth, however, they 
are fully convinced of in their own Minds; for 
I would, willingly entertain ſo favourable an Opi- 
nion of them, as to ſuppoſe them at leaſt in the 
Claſs of rational Animals ; ; I ſhall \ venture now 
to diſcloſe ſome dreadful Evils, which I apprehend 
will be the ſure Conſequence of a vicious Courſe, 


to Ft Nation, where it is indulged | and prevails. 


T2 LANE | ay 
, 1 


*. . 3 of 88 to a State 
of endleſs Puniſhment i in another World, is, no 


Doubt, the greateſt Evil to which a Sinner can 
be expaſed, and that, which ought principally 
to, influence Mankind, in the Proſecution of Vir- 
tue, in A to eſcape, it; but this I cannot 
> | E 14; 17 


* Feel. vii. g. + Phil... 18, 19. 
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with ſo much Propriety at preſent inſiſt upon, 


for the two following Reaſons ; Firſt, becauſe 
T am now only to point out the national Miſ- 


chiefs, ariſin ing to Men, from Sin and Immorality, 
in a political State; or as a Comm̃unity link d 
together, for the eee and Security of Happi- 
neſs, to the whole, and to each other; and this, 
we know, can only bear Reſpect to this Life, 
and not toa future one, where every Individual i is 
to ſuffer e for his, own FR, Miſ- 
conduct. x | 


I, 


SECONDLY, as this Remonſtrance i isin a great 


Meaſure intended for a Set of moſt erroneous | 


and. deluded Reaſoners, who ſeem to diſcredit 
and vilify the Doctrine of future Retributi 

ad a State of Immortality after Death; : there- 
fore, I preſume, the moſt prevailing Arguments 
with them muſt be ſuch chiefly, as relate alone 
to. the temporal Welfare of thoſe honourable 
Bodies, which is the only Compolition they 
pretend to, and to the Gratification of thoſe 
exalted Principles of Senſe, in which they place 
their ſole and' ultimate Felicity ; for; 25 to à ſur- 
viving Soul, or a riſing Body, theſe, in their 
Opinion, ä only to frighten Dupes 
and Ideots, and therefore to preſs them upon Aa 
Point, which they neither ſeem to believe; or be 
*oncern'd about, is buffeting the Wind, and la- 


* 
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Bur beſide the miſerable Conſequences, 
which are made the Wages of Sin in a future 


State, there are likewiſe: ſome others of vari- 


ous Kinds, and in Proportion to their Malig- 
nity, of various Degrees too, annexed immedi- 
ately, for the moſt Part, to every Vice and 
Corruption, of which Men, as Individuals, are 
guilty, even in this Life; ſo that, in all the 
Inſtances of Tranſgreſſion, which we can enu- 
merate, there ſeldom fails ſome pernicious Effect 
to follow, by which either the Mind, or — or 
Fortune, or Credit of the Tranſgreflor, and in 
many Caſes'all of wp are moſt * wound: 


6d and injured. 8 . bw 
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kr by Divi R or the natural Con- 
eg! be pa Sin itſelf, are often made the 
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main, may be very far from a State of national 
Guilt or Puniſhment, therefore neither do theſe 
Evils, ſo immediately connected with the Crimes 
of every particular ember, come within in 1 
pe or JAG 18 Sub ject I am nga 7 n, 
which R on, all her confine myſelf to 
oboe aber ns ng 
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thoſe which are properly ſtiled National Judg- 
ments, and are generally inflicted by God upon 
whole.“ Communities, or Societies of Men, -as 
they are diſtinguiſh'd for the Commiſſion or In- 
. — of 1 in their nn Con- 


As far a we can get any Light into this Matter, 
either from ſacred Writ, and God's expreſs Re- 
velation, or from the authentick Records of pro- 
phane Hiſtory, weſtall find that Famine, Peſti- 
lence, and the Sword +, and in Conſequence of 
one, or all of theſe, an univerſal State of Poverty, 
Diſtreſs, and a Deprivation of temporal Bleſſings, 
have been the uſual Judgments, ſent. by Divine 
Providence, upon whole Kingdoms, or Nations 
at once, as Puniſhments and Admonitions, beſt 
ſuited to that general State of Impiety, and De- 
pravity of Manners, into which they had fallen, 


Fon the Proof of this we need not have Re- 
courſe to diſtant Ages and Countries, we have 
hal Inſtances recent * in bur Gen to ve- 

rify and confirm ; 5 A e 


As to Famine and the Searcity of Proviſions 
grin mon Sulteriance, we all of! us know, * 
af, wth 4 mall Revalytion.o of Y 9 5 
* ty hath preſs'd fore upon us, 7s e du 


Jr. xvii. 7, 9, 10. + Jer. xv. 12. 
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vere Diſtreſs, that not only the poorer-Sort, but 
even thoſe of better Condition, have to the ut- 
moſt Extremity laboured under; * Thouſands 
have periſhed for Want, and many, from a State 
of Plenty, have been reduced to the Neceſſity of 
begging from Door to Door. 5 


Bor as Famine, ſo has + Sickneſs, in vari- 
ous Forms, and with many peſtilential Qualities, 
gone thro' our Land, and laid waſte our Dwel- 
ling places; contagious and mortal Diſtempers 


have infected not only Families, but Provinces; 
few there were who totally eſcaped the ſpread- 
ing Evil; Numbers linger'd out many tedious 
Days in Pain and Weakneſs, before their A- 
mendment, and not a few, in the midſt of 
Youth, and a hale Conſtitution, were ſnatch d 
ſuddenly away ſrom Time to Eternity. 


, Tre Third of thoſe * Judgments I men- 
- tion'd, we are ſo lately deliver d from, that the 
Effects and Remembrance of it will not be very | 
ſpeedily baniſh'd ſrom amongſt us: A State of 
War, by Divine. Permiſſion, theſe Nations in 
general were fatally plunged in; nor did foreign 
Broils alone in remoter Countries, but þ rebel- 
lious Diſcord at Home, deſtroy all the Bleſſings 
of Peace, and * undiſturb'd * 
15 | 3 


Fx. v. 16. Þ+P/. xci. 5, 6, 77 8. T Mar. x. 36. | 
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the Sword-hung over our Heads; ſupported but 


dy a Thread from dropping upon us, and Num- 


bers of our Countrymen fell a Sacrifice to the 
. of their Foes in other re 


k ROM a juſt Refleftion on theſe ſeveral 
Judgments, we may well apply to our Caſe, the 
Lamentation of the Prophet Feremiah over the 
Fewiſh Nation; If I go. forth into the Field, 
ſays he, then behold the Slain with the $wor d; 
and if I enter into the City, then bchold them that 
are ſich with Famine, 


—— 


Tux Generality of Men, I know, are un- 
willing, either to confeſs or abandon their ſinful 


„State, or to + acknowledge, that their Guilt 
and Impiety is the very Cauſe of all thoſe Evils 


and Miſery, which ſo often become their Por- 
tion in this Life ; for this Reaſon, they chuſe 
rather to aſcribe all their Sufferings, this Way, 
to the 4 Corruptions and Irregularities of Na- 
ture, as well in its phyſical, as moral Opera- 
tions: Thus, for Inſtance, ' Famine, ſay they, 
ariſes always from the Infertility of the Earth, 
or from intemperate and deſtructive Seaſons, 
and thoſe noxious Qualities; with which the Air 
and Elements ſo 'oft are aro pregnant 3 and hence, 


again; as a certain — proceed thoſe 
Diſorders 


* 7% xv, 18. INA 11. 12 Per. ill. 4, 5, 6, 7. 
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Diſorders and malignant *Diflempers in human 
Bodies, which create Weakneſs, Pain and Diss 
ſolution . Thus, too, from the natural Pallions 4 
atid evil Diſpsfition' of Men's Minds, 'do: this 

Claſs of Reuſoners contend: that all Strife, War; 
and Diſcord take their firſt Spring and Origin; 
and therefore there is no Reaſon for ſuppoſing, 
that theſe, or any of the former Evils, are intro- 
duced by God, us national Funiſhments, ar 
Warnings, for à public State of din — Tran. 
greſſion. ud ban 


Tur many Defects, and Irregularities there 
are, in the Operations, and Courſe of Nature, 
which become the immediate Cauſes of ſuch 
Evils xc Mankind, none can deny; but at the 
ſame Time ſurely we muſt allow, that theſe ure 
all of them, under the Power and Regula- 
tion of a ſupreme and controuling Hand, who 
can reſtrain or give them Foree and Activity 
as he thinks proper, and always make them ſub- 
ſervient to the Ends of his own Government and 
3 


AlL the Wolke and Powers! of Nane were, 
in the Beginning, conſtituted by God in the ut. 
moſt Perfection, and he pronounced the whole 
to be very 4+ good; it was Man's Tranſgreſt 

E 5 ſion, 


* Jer. . 24, 25. F Gen, i. 3. 17. 
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ſion, as a juſt Penalty for his Diſobedience, 


that firſt moved the Almighty to ſuperſede this 


Regularity and Excellence in all created Be- 
ings ; he has ever ſince augmented: or diminiſh - 
ed this Puniſhment, as the good or bad Con) 
duct of Men ſeem'd, to his infallible Wiſdom, 
to deſerve 2 .* Reward, or, in theſe temporal 


Bleſſings, ta require ſome ſevere Viſitation, eĩ - 


ther. as a juſt Rettibution for their Guilt, or to 
became the ſuter Means of their ee 

mendment. Hohn 
- In the original Deſign and Conſtitution of 
Nature, the various + Segſons. of the Year: were 
evidently: intended, by Divine, Wiſdom and Be- 
nevolence, thro anegular Succeſſion, adapted. to 
every lime and Country, to bleſs their Fruits 
with Increaſe, and ſo to temper and qualify the 
reſpective Soils of different Regions, that each in 
its Kind and Degree might yield a comfortable 
and * Wannen to the xmas it 


Tux Temperature of the Elements, again, in 
_ their, primitive Form and Diſpoſition, was ſo ad- 
mirably gonfrived; by, 2 ſupreme Creator, that i an 
every, habitable, and. diſtin Part of the Earth, 


the Produce might be Properly ſuited to the 
Wt Conſtitution 


„i. 20. Al Av. 17, 
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. Conſtitution and Support of thoſe. whoſe Lot 
and Portion God had made it; and that the 
| Exceſſes of Heat and Cold, in much the larger 
Part of this lower Orb, might; be . re- 
) lieved, by the. Interpoſition, and Shades, as 
were, of their contrary. Qualities ; and = | 
| now, in their more imperfe&t State, there is 
* no Room to doubt, but Health and * lang Life 
) would be a more univerſal  Blefling, did not 
4 Mankind, by the fatal Effects of boundleſs Luxu- 
' ry and Intemperance, deſtroy. their natural 
Frame, or provoke God by their Vices, to re- 


f verſe or ſuſpend the happy Condition he bad af- 
e ſign'd them. 45 1 bent \ 
| ok 588 «ay 
0 In the human Mind, laſtly, and that diviner 
ts Part of our Compoſition, the Soul, thoſe. focial 
NE Virtues we muſt ſuppoſe originally. impreſs'd: by 
in its bounteous Creator, which diſpoſed it ſtrong- 
le y to. the cultivating univerſal + Peace, Amity, 
it and good Neighbourhood, Theſe are Bleſfings 
ſo inviting and deſirable, that if we except thoſe 
few, who have been long ſecluded from the In- 
in tercourſe and Commerce of the polite and more 
ad- civiliz d Part of Mankind, I know not upon 
in what Plan, but that of Divine Wrath and Indig- 
th, nation, we can ſuppoſe any Society of tatio- 
the nal Beings, . whole natural Impulſe would not 
ion lead 


P. ci. 6. + PNY . 
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head them to the Sweets of Peace and Agree- 
_— 1 


1 fuch batt has 800 hs Happineſs of that 
natural Situation, at firſt provided for us by God, 
and that we allow him to be a juſt, wiſe, and bene- 
volent Being, Idefy the Art of Man to produce the 
Jeaſt "probable Grounds, or Reaſons, for having 
"theſe Bleffings at any Time withdrawn from us, 
-but thro” the Provocation of our manifold + Of- 
ſences, which move Divine Wiſdom and Juſtice 
thus to puniſh us, as well by Example, to ſtop 
the farther Progreſs of Impiety, as by temporal t 
Afflictions, to prevent the Danger of future and 
eternal — 


— . * 89 * * 
43:1: 71 4 2 
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Men may, as much as they pleaſe, pretend to 
diſcover Expedients, ſufficient to guard againſt, 
or remove thoſe frequent Calamities, to which, 
as Individuals, or Communities, they are ſubject 
in this Life; but if the Succeſs of theſe Expedients 
be not founded upon a religious Courſe, the 
Purſuit of moral Virtue, and a firi&t Obedience 
to God's Laws, I am much deceived in my ſmall 
- Judgment and Experience of Things, if all their 
Schemes prove not -fruitleſs and abortive, and 
chat they ſhall in the End find the wiſe Man's 
_ 1 Aphoriſm 


* Prov. xvi. 7. + Mat, XViit. 7. 1 Bf. v. 15. 
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Aphotiſm 'verify'd; chat tho' there be many # 
Devices in a Man Heart, yet the Counſel of 
the Lord dlone ſhall fland : This Point, however, 
J ſhall beg Leave to illuſtrate: a little fartaer 
from the EY ſhort Obſervations. 


i 
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the neceſſary Comforts and Supports of Life, and 
the various Diſtreſſes conſequent to theſe, become 
the Lot of any Nation or Community, tis im- 
mediately concluded, that the Promotion of m- 
duſtry, and of Arts, and ManufaQtures, beſt 
ſuited to the Genius, Commerce, Soil and Si- 
tuation of the Inhabitants, is the only ſure 
Means to redreſs thoſe Evils, and to introduce 
+ Riches, Plenty and Happineſs among that 
People, where ſuch Means are diligently pur- 
ſued and encouraged, |, | 


Tua r this in Fact is true, when ſuch lauda- 


ble Attempts are ſuccour d by Divine Blefling 


and Influence, none, I preſume, will. be ſo 
hardy or ignorant as to deny ; but let us at the 
ſame Time view this Nation, or Community, 
univerſally almoſt attached to every Vice and 
Species of Impiety, of which human Nature is 
capable, and for which, as a juſt Penalty, God 
has brought thoſe very Evils upon them ; can 

we, 


Prov. xix. 1. Prov. xiii. 4. 
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we, in ſuch a State, and fo long as the ſame fa- 
tal Diſpoſition to all Manner of Wickedneſs re- 
mains, ſuppoſe, that any mere political Wiſdom, 
of Efforts of our own, will remove thoſe Viſt- 
tations, *till the Ends of them are properly ob- 
tain'd by our Amendment and Reformation * ? 
To argue thus, is ſurely to deny the very Being 
or Juſtice or Interpoſition of a Divine Provi- 
dence over us, and to ſap thoſe Foundations, up- 
on which our Happineſs and Security muſt ever 
* built and ſupported. 


Tur Religion and Induſtry again are more 
univerſally and reciprocally productive of each 
other, than any two Principles beſides, which 
we can think of, is indubitable; but that Reli- 
gion muſt be the firſt Baſis for a fafe and laſting 
Superſtructure, and the principal Spring to ſet 
this Machinery in motion, is no leſs evident; 
for, not to mention the never- failing Conſequence 
of Idleneſs, Indolence, and Inactivity, from a 
vicious, ſenſual and profligate Courſe, there can 
be no Security to a wicked Nation, for the moſt 
wealthy or induſtrious State they can enjoy, 
when the Fruits of many Years Wiſdom, Toil 
and Diligence, can, by one Stroke of Divine 
Judgment be blaſted, and brought to Ruin and 
Nene 8 

. 
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Bur, in Reality, the very want of an induſ- 
trious Diſpoſition, ſeems . often to be | entail'd 
by God upon a ſinful Race, as the Reward of 


their Impiety, of which I believe, there is not 
upon Earth a more glaring Inſtance than this 


Nation, of which we are Members; for as an 
excellent, publick-ſpirited, judicious and bene- 
volent Writer of our own, aſcribes, this Neglect 
of Induſtry amongſt us, to the moſt deplorable 
Infatuation, fo; neither. can this Infatuation, I 
think, on any other Grounds, be once conceiy'd 
or accounted for, 


© Uron the whole, I. cannot hence but great- 
ly applaud the Inſtitution and firſt Promoters of 
our Charter-Schools in this Kingdom, which at 
once plant the Seeds of Religion and Induſtry 


| in the ſame Soil, and make this U nion abſolute- 


ly eſſential to our t true Felicity and Reforma- 
| ton. 3 eu 


Tur W here offer d, aint the 
Power of Induſtry, to remove the Evils of Fa- 
mine, Poverty, and other Calamities inſepara- 
ble from theſe, will likewiſe, with a little Vari- 
ation, hold good, as to every other Divine 
Judgment, where that Impiety, which firſt 
brought it down, is not laid aſide and totally 
abandon'd. 

A 1 Ir 
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Ir Siekneſs rages in our Land, or any peſti- 

lentia Diſtemper ſpreads its Infection round out 
and ſweeps away our Inhabitants, With. 
out any Regard to — Age or Sta. 
tion, *'Supplications' to the Almighty, to ſtop 
the devouring Malady, are, no Doubt, a neceſ- 
ſary Duty; and a proper Regimen in Diet and 
Medicine, with à +. chatitable Difribation of 
theſe to the Poor, who are not able to pro- 
cure them, are the due and indiſpenſible Expe- 
dients, which common Prudence, Humanity and 
Religion point out on theſe Occaſions, to 
make the Plague ceaſe from amongſt us, and 
ward off the impending Ruin, gl 


| Bur yet if 1 we ſtop ſhort here, 2 think thoſe 
Means alone ſufficient for -our Preſervation, we 
are widely miſtaken, and ſhall find all we have 
done quite vain and ineffectual: Our Sins, we 
muſt ſuppoſe, mov'd God to this ſevere Viſita- 
tion, and without-a ſincere, and general State of 
Repentance and Amendment, there remains not 
the leaſt Shadow for Hope or Confidence, that 
his Arm will be ſhorten d, or his Anger averted 
from. us. In a Word, when the Sword of 


our Enemies is nſheathed againſt us, and the 


Terrors and Havock, as well of foreign As 
| domeſtick 


* Num. xvi. 47. + Mat. xxv. 36. 
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domeſtick Wars, are ſet in Array around us, 
triumphing over our Peace and Felicity, in 


ning our Religion, Liberty, Lives and Fortunes, 
with a ſudden, total and irreparable Extirpation 
from off the Face of the Earth; under fo ſhock- 
ing a Calamity, to exert their “ Courage, Arms, 
and Reſolution, and in the common Cauſe of 
univerſal Happineſs and Saſety, to ſurrender eve- 
ry private Emolument, for the ſake of publick 
Welfare, is queſtionleſs the Duty and Intereſt of 
every wiſe Community, - 


Ver who will be ſo vain and impious as to 
ſay, a f King may be ſaved by the Multitude of 
a Hot, or a mighty Man deliver'd by much 
Strength? If God indeed be on our t Side, who 
can be againſt us? But if that ſame God, be- 
cauſe of our crying Sins, and publick Iniquities, 
hath thus brought the Miſeries of War and De- 
ſolation into all our Quatters, can we, till the 
Offence is removed hope to remove the judgment? 
By way of Trial, or a Motive to Piety, Gratitude 
and Repentance, he may perhaps for à while lay 
aſide the Rod, and relax the Chaſtiſement; but 
if our & Faſting, Prqyers, and Humiliation, in 
the my of IA and'our Praiſes and Fhankf- 
Zane 25) givings, 


| * 2 Sam. X. 12, 1 16, 2 74 exvili 6. 
Fer. xiv. 12. | 
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is ings, in the Day of Deliverance, prove all 
of them a theatrical Piece of mere Outſide, 
Farce and Pageantry, without the leaſt viſible 
Change in our wicked Lives and Conduct, will 
not that God of Juſtice, think we, ſoon again 
renew the ſame dreadful V ifitation ? | 


Tus it is, that in theſe and every other In- 
ſtance of national Diſtreſs, which are the mani- 
feſt * Meſſengers of Heaven, to puniſh and re- 
claim Mankind, under a State of Publick Im- 
piety and Tune aa, nothing can be more 
vain, or audacious, than to imagine, that any 
Scheme or Contrivance merely human, can reſtore 


Happineſs or Safety, ſo long as the ſame wick- 


ed Courſe, which provoked Divine Vengeance 
to this ſevere W is ſtill indulg'd 
and practis d f. | 


Tus Evils then, to which every finful Com- 
munity ſtands expos d, being thus dreadful, and, 
J may fay, almoſt inevitable, it will now be to 
- Purpoſe, to confider narrowly, by what fatal 
Steps or Cauſes, ſuch a publick and general De- 


fection can poſſibly prevail among a Multitude 


of rational Creatures, as, om its known Con- 
ſequences, and the Acknowledgment of a. wiſe, 


Juſt, and over ruling Providence, muſt neceſſa- 


ny 
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ry entail univerſal Diſtreſs and Puniſhment of 


ſome kind upon them; for as Effects can never 
«ceaſe till the Cauſe be removed, from whence 
they ariſe, ſo neither can the Cauſe itſelf be 


weil checked or guarded againſt, til it be to- 


Wy known and Giftinguilly', ' 


War we indeed to purſue al the various, 
ſubordinate, and minuter Cauſes, which, from 
ſmaller and more particular Tranſgreſſions end 
at Length 1 in a State of univerſal din and Cor- 
ruption, the "Taſk would be both tedious. and 


intricate: Here then it ſeems ſufficient, to point 


out ſuch. only, as are moſt conſpicuous, ſelf- 
evident and material, and from the Suppreſſion 
of which, all the others mult neceſſarily prove 
vain and abortive ;. and theſe 1 think may be 
properly enough reduced to the Compaſs of 
Four, which, as they become the more imme- 
diate and powerful Inlets, to a general Depra- 
vity of Manners, and Decay of Religion, in 
any, Nation, or Community, ſo will the Remo- 
val of them as ſurely deftroy that Conſequence, 


and reſtore them * to a State of moral _ 
religious Conduct. | 


3 firſt and 1 Cauſe the * all na- 
tional Wickedneſs and Impiety, I take to be 
that free. and unreſtrain d Attempt, ſo fatally 

indulg' d 


ty 
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indulg'd and profecuted, among Men of all 
Ranks and Stations, to bring Virtue and Reli- 
gion into Contempt, by decrying their Beauty, 
Uſefulneſs and Obligations, and invalidating, as 
far as they can, the Rules, Laws and Authority, 
upon which they are founded“. Were no 
Regard at all to be paid to the Certainty 
and Happineſs of a future State, or to that 
Courſe of Life, and Temper of Mind, which 
muſt beſt recommend Mankind to the Fayour 
of a Supreme Being, yet even with Reſpect to 
+ temporal Felicity, the Enjoyment of natural 
Rights and Privileges, and the Support of Peace 
and Property, it will ever be found, that no other 
Tye, but that of * Religion, can poſſibly have 
an adequate Force to promote or defend them. 


Fon this Reaſon it is, that all religious Laws, 
from their firſt Inſtitution, have, in 'a moſt emi- 
nent Manner, interpos d | their Authority, in 
| eſtabliſhing, and requiring thoſe $ Duties, which 
as well contribute to the Security of Men's 
Enjoyments in this Life, as of thoſe, which 
Futurity is to extend to them ; nor can any 
Thing be a greater Inſtance of Divine Mercy 
and Benevolence, than the making thoſe very 
Terms perſective of «ternal Bliſs, which are the 
moſt effectual Means or or. Karen 
Ha F "Hi 


a + 1 Tim, iv, 8. ro 45 34. 
J Mat. Xxii. 40. 
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God's Commandments, we find, that beſides 
thoſe Duties, which are calculated more imme- 
diately for the Eſtabliſhment of his on Truth 
and Dignity, he has likewiſe inferted all ſuch 
as are due from one Man to another, in every 
diſtin& Relation in this Life, and conſequently 
of the utmoſt Importance to mutual Welfare 
and: Preſervation. * Now if the Authority of theſe 
divine and religious Injunctions be once tramp- | 
led under Foot, and their Obligations deny'd or 
reſiſted, what can follow from hence but an open 
and publick Violation of every moral and honeſt 
Office, which can: tend to the temporal Good 'of 
Society. Men are not fo ſharp-ſighted, even 
to their own' ' Intereſt, as we generally ſuppoſe 
them; and if the Sanctions of Religion be once 
deſpiſed, I apprehend there are thouſands, whom 
neither their own Reaſoning, or the Reftraint 
of Laws merely human, will ever ſo far influ- 
ence, as to purſue thit Conduct only, which 
will conduce to their own, or the publick 
Welfare. 
N 

Tux — and Pleaſures of ſenſual 
App etite throw a Veil ov the Judgment, and 
ealily delude the unwary Sinner into falſe Ends 


and 


* can 4: 


118 I NE] Year's GIT r. 

and Concluſions ; and however he may pretend 
to ground his Contempt of pious and moral 
Duties, upon the want of due Evidence and 


Conviction, in the Laws of Divige Revelation, 


yet the ſtrong Biaſs of a carnal Diſpoſition, 
ſoon diſplays itſelf, and ſhews, that this, was the 
true Source of all n and. 
mums: | 1 


Ir may therefore; I think, with great Conſi- 
dence. be aſſerted, that the firſt and principal 
Cauſe of all publick and national Wickedneſo, 
is the impious + ſcoffing at, and arraigning the 
Credit and Authority of thoſe Divine Laws, 
which were eſtabliſh d by God himſelf to cor- 
rect and reform it ; for when this audacious 
Inſult upon the ſacred Records of Heaven is 
once indulg d ot conniv'd at, the Infection i in- 
ſenſibly gains Ground, Vice of every Sort tri- 
umphs upon the Defeat and Ruins of religious 
Authority, and, where Power fails, there ends of 
Conſequence all 1 Reſtraint * Obe · 
dience. YE 3h, IF | 


Ta E whole Force of this ens may at 
one Glimpſe be evident from this ſingle Obſer- 
vation, that moral Honeſty, and ſocial Virtues, 


are ſeldom found in that Community, where 
Religion 


| ® Rom. ville 7. f PB. xxavi. 1. 
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Religion has loſt it's Credit and Influence ; and 
where thoſe Commands are rejected, which en- 
join due Honour to God and his Government, 


there" likewiſe muſt thoſe be deſpiſed, which re- 


quire a virtuous Regard to the 1 and Inte- 
reſt of our Neighbour *. | 


ro this firſt Cauſe of national Impiety, fol- 

lows another cloſely allied to it, and which muſt 
ever be the Conſequence of the former; I mean 
that open and avowed Deteſtation, ſo generally 
expreſs'd to the + Miniſters: of Religion, and the 
Methods of every Kind ſo induſtriouſly . uſed, to 
depreciate their Office and Character, and to 
diſtreſs them in their legal Supports, and all thoſe 
neceſſary. Comftts of "Os ew are who wid 
ble from them. 5 


| Tus Contempt of Religion, indeed, and of 
thoſe, who are principally concern'd in the Ex- 
erciſe, Defence, and Recommendation of it, 


maſt ever be reciprocal; nor are they, in their 


own Nature, capable of a Separation; for if 
God's Laws, Honour, and Authority, be once 
contumeliouſly treated and rejected, tis morally 
impoſſible, that the. Officers employ'd to mair - 
tain and inculcate theſe, can obtain any great 
Degree of at or "ORR, and on the 

| other 


| 1 Job iv. 21. + Mat. * 25. Þ Luke x. 14. 
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other Hand, if the Miniſters and Preachers of 
Religion be ſincerely hated and deſpiſed, tis a8 
much a Contradiction to the Nature and Con- 


 ſequolive"vf Things, 16 ſupp3ſc;" that their Dbe- 


trine or Miniſtration of any Kind, ean be at- 
tended with the leaſt tolerable Shew of Influ- 
ence or Advantage ; ſo that from common Ob- 


| ſervation, I believe this Aſſertion may eaſily be 


vindicated, That a real; pious, and moral Liver, 
has ſcarce ever been a profeſs'd Enemy to that 
ſacred Order, or the immoral» and profane Li- 
bertine e e their ou and ne 
N . 7 


Gun here I wh obviate an A ute | 


_ uſed in their Defence, who traduce or perſecute 
their eſtabliſh'd Miniſters, that this ſevere Treat- 


ment of them ariſes from their own Miſconduct, 
either in their irregular Lives, oppreflive Me- 
thods, and the bad Example they afford, or in 


the ſcandalous Neglect of thoſe. important Du- 


ties committed to them. Now ſuppoſing this 
grievous Charge to be true, which yet, I be- 
lieve, is for the moſt Part abſolutely falſe, or 
at leaſt but applicable to 2 _ few, out of ſo 
large a Number, can this be any Reaſon, that 
out of their Reſentment to ſuch unworthy Mi- 
niſters, they ſhall wound Religiori itſelf, and ob- 
* their own Weg Intereſt and eternal 
a * * 1 Salvation 
* 7. xv. 18, 19, 20. 
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Salvation? Or muſt they abdicate all the valu- 
able Benefits of their DoRtine, Prayers and Ex- 
hoftations, hecaulſe they themſel tes: do not ſeoni 
to nue that, ſalutary Uſe: of ithem, for which 
they l wem intendad ? I Thia is ſuch an Abſurdis 
ty M, Jam ſure, n one Principle of Self · inte 
reſt. Prudence, or common Reaſod, can once 
| pretend to juſtifye,, 1. 1 mv to cl 2s ons 


5 of bs, Ih jnk, is indubltable; that by the 
' = ances 1 Indignity; and Per- 
x to the tewards of God's Word and 
b dir inances, ® the Faithful and Innocent muſt 
fer be involved, in the. ſame common Fate, 
| ith the Car ch nd Guilty z and, , as, by t this 
F Malt d der muſt. be expoſed, to 
h univerſal ci 15 Diftreſs, ſo conſequently 
1 mub. the Nations where this fatal and unjuſt Se- 
x Verity prevails, be pver-run with the . uni- 
x Nele, Effect of Sin nod as been ; 
1- 8 9 5 = ry ang hed of the 
is Dei ke aw 15 , e Men to the Obfer- 
e- vat n.of a a H 'religi ious ig moral Duties, it bas 
or Kewiſe e d the civil Magiſtrate, b 
_ Is | Power, to enforce the ame, and by the 
at 2 of temporal Penalties, to reftrain all vic © 
115 | piety, and to be the Guardians of God's 
bs Hos, and the nataral Rights of Mankine . 
1al 41 WF | Ta 
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8 T 0 ee theſe great Ends Divine 
Revelation, and the expreſs Injunctioms of the 
Almighty, have required gubmiſſion and Obe- 
dience from all Subjects | to the Higher! Po. 
ers, becauſe they are appointed as is. Vie: 
gerents on Earth, for à Terror to Ev-doers, 
and the Praiſe of them that do well; ſo chat if 
this important Truſt be ne gleQeg in 
miniſtration 3 lf all Sin and e be ; 


duly puniſh'd' and diſcouraged, and Pty and 


Virtue of every Kind as duly , countenanceq 
and rewarded; this ſurely we may 'well eſt 
to be a third materjal Cauſe,” of that 1 1 0 
State of Wickedneſe, eg: ſhall be e ; found, to 
prevail in any. Nation r x 


1100 e 


Dr 5 [1ovinu 


wWurn Men, by the two fortier Cautes," bf 
2 publick Contempt for God's reveal'd Will, 


and the Miniſters of We have — 
themſclves to a profane and ſe 157 Ea 
then, that human, Laws wy and ag 1 
Interpoſe | their ſeaſona e Reftrainss, 3 
vent the impending Ruin : . For, as cl 


ihm N 
112 


ſeiences are then ſear'd againſt the 1 
Divine Law, and the Monitions of ſpiritual 


Guides, the Sward of temporal Juſtice mpſt 


15 111 


be u unſheath'd to cut off 1 ſpreading, lr 


ner 
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» therefore. . thoſe Las of the Aldhighty be 
ſighted and diſobey'd, which are inſtituted for 
the Preſervation of his Honour and Dignity; the 
Security of our Neighbours Rights and 8 
ty, and the Promotion of our own Purity and 
Virtue; and if no miniſterial Doctrine or per- 
ſuaſion, can awaken Men to à due Senſe and 
Practice, of the Duties enjoin'd for thoſe great 
Ends, what Havock, Violence and Confuſion, 
muſt enſue from the inveterate Corruption of 
ſuch licentious Sinners, if temporal Rulers do 
not interpoſe their Authority and Power to pu- 
niſh and reſtrain them ? The ſmalleſt Degree of. 
Lenity or Indolence on theſe Occaſions becomes. 
fatal to the whole Community, and the, Indul- 
gence of one notorious, T ranſgreſlor infects 
thouſands . with the ſame deſtructive Con- 


_ TW 44-34 [a 
” » 4A - wo 


Home aroſe the Neceſſity, in all wiſe Go- 
vernments, of making the ſpiritual and tem- 
poral Authority, of divine and human "Laws, 
go Hand in Hand, for the more ſucceſsful E- 
ſabliſhment of Religion, Virtue and univerſal 
Happineſs ; the Temper of ſome Minds may 
fear an all- ſeeing Julge, tho“ they dtead not 
ſo much the Power of Man who cannot dif” 
AFC HV F 2 ; cover 


Fal. vide; 11 + 
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: cover the ſecret Works of Darkneb ; ; "whilſt 
others diſdain the Terrors of infinite Juftice 


and Futurity, provided they can eſcape the 
lower Penalties of a preſent State; but if nei - 
ther of | theſe have their due Weight and Influ- 
ence, what can then be the Reſult, but an 
open Proſtitution to Vice and Iniquity of eve- 
ry Bug, , 
1 ”= 

"pinks. flere Ge, 2d dd Ae 
Canes, of univerſal and national Wickedneſs, 
F muſt add this fourth and only one T ſhall 


aſſign, that nothing contributes more to the 


general State of Sin and Corruption in every 
Community, than the bad and vicious Ex- 
ample of thoſe: in higheſt Rank and Station; 
ſuch, more eſpeciallßy, whoſe Duty it is, by 
their Office and Situation to be the Protectors 
of Virtue and Religion, and to execute Judg- 
ment againſt thoſe, who in either Point ſhall 
mat be Pp N at th PR © 


17 


Tun 1 333 i ras power 


| ful than Men are commonly aware of, and it 


ſteals inſenſibly into the Imitation of others, 
without their conſidering, whether or net it 
be adorned with all thoſe Circumſtances, which 


1. ought. eee t, + The Higt, the 


9107 1 Mighty, 
* t 1 18, 19. 
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Mighty, and the Honourable, are always Iobk d 


upon to be the only fit Patrons of Cuſtom Wl 


and Behaviour, and from theſe, as the Foun- 


tain head, will ever flow thoſe Streams of ſweet _ 


or bitter Water, which, in their Courſe, form 
larger Currents, and at length 'compoſe ſome 


extenſive Pool or Ocean, which will ever re- 


tain thoſe original Qualities they at firſt re- 
. ceived; ſo that to know the real Manners and 


Diſpoſition of any 'Soeiety, we need but exa- 


mine thoſe of ſuperior Birth, Fi ortune, of Power, 


amongſt them. 


Ix, therefore, in this v exalted Sphere, we 


behold the true Honour and Worſhip of God 


debaſed, ridiculed and profaned, and his holy 
Laws and Ordinances treated 'with the utmeſt 
Contempt and Violation; if the Miniſtert of 
his Word and Service are deteſted, perſecuted 


and revited, and the neceſſary Supports, ſet 
apart, both by divine and human Laws, and 


dedicated to God, for their Uſe,” be injurioul- 2b 
ly detain'd, or torn from them ; if the natural 


| Rights and Privileges of other Men, i in a lower 
State of Life, be forcibly invaded, under the 


Maſque of Power and Authority, £7! no legal 


Redreſs or Protection allow'd them; ; in a 
en if they ſo much abhor their Own Being 


*# F * i Y 
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and Happineſs, that their whole Lives are one 
continued Scene of Intemperance, Debauchery, 
and Pollution, how manifeſt is the Conſequence, 
that we ſhall find the ſame Vices and Corrup- 
tions abound thro? - every e — 
that are * deneath them . 


| Bur if thels 1 Superiors are not only 
the Patterns of Imitation, but the very Offi- 
cers conſtituted, by God and their Country to 
judge and , puniſh Evil-Coers, what then muſt 
follow? Why, ſurely they will not be dreaded 
as ſevere Proſecutors of thoſe Crimes, to which 
themſelves. are ſo powerfully and open] y ad- 
dicted, and of Courſe the Community in ge- 
neral, will think no Danger can attend the Pur- 
ſuit and Imitation of ſo publick, and, in their 
n ſo laudable an Ex * 9 


Tx HE * 3 _ that 3 
concur, to the bringing any Nation or Society 
of Men to an univerſal State of Wickedneſs, 
being thus laid down, the Methods of redreſſing 
this Evil, by the Obſtruction and Removal of 
theſe Cauſes, muſt immediately be evident; nor, 
till this be effected, can there be the leaſt hopes, 


or any other ſolid Foundation laid, for averting 


God's Judgments, or eſtabliſhing a Scene of 
luſting Happineſs amongſt them. 


In 
» Duke ii. fo | + i) © 


JL NzYWT IAA GIF r. 127 


10103 38 10 . * re 


[fuk wy 3 let the Laws *, 
Authority, and reveal'd Will of the Almighty, 


be with all poſſible Care and Diligence reftor'd 


to. their primitive Dignity and Influence, and 
treated with that ready Submiſſion, Eſteem and 
Veneration, | which . becomes Men believing in 
the Exiſtence, Attributes, and Providence of 2 
Supreme Being. If ſuch a Being they do ac- 
knowledge, they cannot ſurely ſuppoſe his Wiſ- 
dom, uſtice arid Benevolence, capable of lea- 
ing | the whole Class of Mankind to them- 
ſelves, finite and corrũpt i in their Nature, and 
yet accountable for their Conduct, without ſome 
Law to direct them; and where a Law of ſuch 


4 Perfection can * but in that Divine 


Revelation imparted b God himſelf, Tam con- 
vinced, the ſubtleſt Wit, or Reaſoning, of all 


the Infidels upon Earth, ſhall never be- able to 


demonſtrate; for, nat to mention the manifeſt 
Incapacity of human Abilities, blind, ignorant, 
uncertain, and difagreeing from each other, in 


all their Deciſions and Con jectures, Velde 


alone may inſtruct us, that where this t Light 
from Heaven has not darted its Rays, there no- 
thing prevails, but Errors, Doabts, ergy 
Tow an 1 rn $5.9 
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Pha, obllinzte and, barden'd Nen 
who deny the Evidence of 1 wi 7775 
make good the old Proverb fp pu 
before the Horſe; . they 80 * "firſt 1 0 
Want of Truth and Authorit Ys ypon on due 8 MT 
quiry and Convidtion, and then a8 Obe- 
dience to all its Laws and Injunctions; 3 but pre- 
viouſly to this, they . conſult the Dicdates of 
ſenſual Appetite, the Gratih 1 of their. 
carnal Lufts, and, + the [omg their bodily 
Members, and then they a are N and power- 
fully diſpoſed, to think every Thing a  Fallhood 
and Impoſition, which, has the leaſt Tende 
to contradict and reſtrain them, : They hey blunde 
likewiſe molt egregioully in "he Missen 
of their e Talents a 5 
and ObjeQions are 8 exert ed [5gainſt 
Points, either of 1. ſmaller Moment, o 4 * a 
our Faith only, and not our imperfect, Sofa 
ing is concern'd about 9 2 in Ma nigh of 
higheſt Conſequence, and where a 
rginty, is both. abſglytaly 3 
8 confirmed to. us, thoſe they either 8 8 5 paſs, 
over in total Silence, or, at the : fartheſt, at tempt, 
meanly to invalidate, by the — 4 
l 2 and ſophiſtical Evaſions, magnifying 

the 
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the greateſt Abſurdities, which ſerve their own 
Turn, and diminiſhing the Force of the cleareſt 
bo evans Mr n e | 


' I the Name of God, then, let this a 
Piece of Self-deceit be exploded, and let not the 


deluſive Charms of Sin and Senſuality bewitch 


the nobler Faculties of Reaſon to ſuch a pitch, 
as to make Men overlook their real Happineſs 
and Intereſt, and for the ſake of a few tranſitory 
poor Enjoyments, expoſe themſelves, and the 
Community, of which they are Members, firſt 
to the deteſtable Works of Sin and Impiety, 
and then to the rn oo? of a Jul and * 
fed God ot | . 
| To 2 this happy Deliverance in our 
Nation, from a State of Corruption and Miſe 

to that of Virtue and Bliſs, let the Voice of 
Heaven be open to us, and the Laws of the 
Almighty. received with Honour, Faith and Obe- 


dience; we may, as much as we pleaſe, applaud 


the Perfection of our natural Powers, and extal 
them as the only ſure Rule of our Sentiments 
and Conduct, but, i in the End, we ſhall find 
them to have the f Form only, and not the 


Power of Godlineſs; ; and that a blind Submiſ- 
fon to their Advice and Mandates, will not di- 


F 5 * 0 8 rect 
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rect us to the Paths of Peace and Safety, but 
thoſe of Error and Deſtruction -; whereas by 
taking Sanctuary in God's infallible Revelation, 
and making that our only Guide and Monitor, 
we ſhall perceive ourſelves daily reſtored to 
the Works of Piety, Juſtice and Holineſs, and 
the Fruits of thoſe, Virtues crown'd with every 
| + National Bleſſing, which Heaven can beſtow 
upon us. 


To lay an early Foundation for this happy 
State in our Community, ought ſurely to be 
the moſt engaging Object of all our Attention 
and warmeſt Purſuits ; and therefore the wiſe 
and benevolent Inſtitution of our Proteſtant 
Working-ſchools, in this Kingdom, for the E- 
ducation of the poorer Natives, in the Prin- 
ciples of True Religion and Induftry, can never 
be ſufficiently encouraged or commended. But 
whilſt we are earneſt to forward this glorious 
Deſign, let us take Care, that all the dange- 
rous Obſtructions to its due Succeſs be dili- 
gently provided againſt, and defeated ; for if 
the known and profeſs'd 5 La of our 
Church, and this bleſſed Work of Reforma- 
tion, be ſuffer d in Crowds to ſwarm around us, 
and Fervert again thoſe young Proficients, whoſe 
; Aſfiduity, 


+ Prov. x. 6. 1 H/ iv. 6 
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Aſſdvity, and "Qulalificationd. for ſuch; an At- 
tempt; e are bo, Strangers to; if thoſe early 
Seeds. of a future; Harveſt o, be: blaſted in a ma- 
turer Age, when left to themſelves, and expos d 
afreſh to gbe forntidable Allurements, of a core | 
rupt, and; yiciaus: Age gr, if the +; Superior, in 
Rani, Wasleh and Honpur, ſhall Kill be di, 
ſtinguiſhed, in the Garb of Impiety and, Im- 
morality, whilſt the poorer Sort only are deem'd 
the proper ObjeQs::of, religious and, moral In- 
ſtruction 3 I cannot perceive, that the, flattering 
Proſpect this &cheme now, affords, us, will, in 
the End, anſwer thoſe: favourable Expectations, 
we have otherwiſe the higheſt Reaſon. to be aſ- 
lurid of z to complete; this inimitable Undertak- 
ing for Charity, Wisdom, Beneficence, and 
unix erſal Advantages every Member in our Com- 
Munity, ught, to cor operate in the ſame Di- 
vine Work,; and when the Knowledge and E- 
ſieem of Gods Laws has equally influenced 
every Claſs, Degree, and Station amongſt us; 
when; Righ; and Por, High and Loy, are all 
united in one common Bond of Faith, Worſhip, 
gus .ConduQ, the then, and not ſooner, 
15 5 pe to ſee * our temporal Felicity ad- 
9 to, its higheſt Conſummation. But as 
God, for the greater Dignity, Security, and re- 
T Performance of Divine Worſhip, has ſe- 
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tion, into evety Vice ahd Pollution,” which the 
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teRed: a peruliar ꝰ Ordur af Man lsa himielfy th 
be the Miniſters oſ his Word and Ordinances 
to Mankind, and t6 offer: up ir their Name 
thoſe Praiſes, Petitions, and 'Blefſingy,. which the 
Celebration of h che Sdpply Gf ul 
their Wantz, both Ipiritaat and ternpbral, ie: 
quires from theta 8 Und lde Nhe Taft und 
Cotrüptzons of human Naburé are ſel grent and 
various,” that 'without> the”? repelbed An ſpection, 


Advice and hiſtruction of faithfyl'F Guides and 


Mnitors} hefe is nde the leaſt! Probability; of 
Piery and 


ngoin the Ways bf 
Virtue,” but of #H&? daily dd gradu 


al' Seduci 


Devil,” the W6Ad;"! or the Fleſh, tan preſent 
lene With; to hpruntihlnare then? ; it ſe@its 
from Hettce, Pink; en Wpergdchd to inſi 

nuate the Necelnty: chere Isy! of treating theſe 
Miniſters of Religion with Tome” tolerable De- 
bree of + Regard arid. Defebence; in ordbr t0 
crow their Office and Labours,” Witii choſe haps 
vy Effects, for which'thy” were iftended . 
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from the \ cant Hatred, and P . 
of this neceſſary Order, of Mo, amen 
muſt ſurely in the firlt P 


lace ſeem been jenk, 
that 
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eat” e. Perſons and Function be duly ko- 
nour'd, as Inſtruments: conſtituted. by God him- 
felf, for ſecuring to us the greateſt Benefits and 
Happineſs. that our mortal Nature can arrive at. 


5 e 4 ih lie 7 vi n¹ 


once f form'd, J, it will immediately pro- 
reverential Awe and Attention to all 
ole Divine ( ffices, in. \ hich they are e 
15 1 7 Wa * of : G⁰ will ſink 0 
lively, 1 Faith, and enen into \ the Hearts of - 
Hearers his Praiſes will be join d in with 
mutual Joy and F. ervour; the Supplications. ad- 
qreſs d to him, offer d up with Humility and 
Ne 37and, the, Sacraments, conferr' di in his 
ame, receiy'd, Mh the Agel Thanks and 
— 102 iii n 0914397 03 Set 
nim 10 Damflnf Re. — 911 71 il 21 6 

Uu Wnenr As, from any conceiv'd cnt, 
Contempt, or Prejudice, to thoſe: Servants of 
the moſt High, all theſe ſacred Acts of Wor- 
mip ill prote dead and fruitleſs a nor will the 
Deteſtation expreſs d ty. God's Miniſters, be fo 
much imputed, by the Imparrtial and Judicious, 
to any real Demerit in them, as to the profane 
+ Scorn, and Abhorrence of all; religious, Dy- 
dies, in thoſe, who from this, very; Motive are 
110g ſtron gly 
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ſtrongly diſpos'd. ee ee ee 
wann to diſcharge them. ee F 


mo he Pra of Pity ind Vite, m 


in every 
pend upon the Reſpect, 


Society, will, in a great Meaſure, de- 


Eſteem, and Affection 


e for the Perſon and Function of thoſe 


who ſerve at the Altar, ſo will this happy Cen- 


ſequence be like w ſe moſt effeQually ſecured, 


by ſhewing a due R 
rtations in 


and 


ard to their Monitions 
ſpiritual Affaits. It Was 


St. Paul's Advice to Titus *, that he ſhould 
ſpeal, exhort, and rebuke with all Autho! ity, and 
that no Man ſhould deſpiſe him. For this Office 
they have God's Commiſſion, and it is in his 
Name that they execute it; the End of it is 
their Benefit alone, to whom it is offer d, ahd 
therefore to return it with Scorn and Indigna- 

is ſurely the higheſt Inſtance of Enmity to 

themſelves, tho? levell'd at the friendly Hand 


e 44 ? 


which extends nf D 
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Tux perſoriaf' Failing, or Miſconduct, 6f 
religious Minifters, which is often alledged as k 
vain Excuſe for Averſion, Neglect, and Diſobe- 
dience, can never, in the Opinion of a wiſe 
Man render thoſe Monitions abſurd or un- 
profitable, which have Reaſon and Religion to 


4 < 0 
7. 1 15. 


ſupport 
T1 Uv. 12, 13. 
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 ſipport them; when "ſuch, therefore, inftead 
of Thanks and kind Acteptance, are generally 


received with a Sneer, and retorted with an Af- 
front or Contumely ; it is not ſo much the Ad- 
viſer, as the Doctrine, that we muſt ſuppoſe de- 
teſted; from whence no Conclufion, I think, 
can de wore evident than this, that as a pub- 
lick and univerſal Rejection of miniſterial Coun» 
ſel and Reproof is a manifeſt Symptom of na- 
tional Corruption, ſo can nothing tend more 
to a total Recovery from a ſinful to a'pious State, 
than a ready and grateful Submiſſion to every 
Thing which they, in the Spirit of Love and 
Meekneſs, ſhall adviſe and directe. 


No w, to confirm this unanimous Honour 
and Eſteem, which every Community cuz ht to 
teſtify, for thoſe Miniſters of his Word ar d Or- 
dinances, which God hath been pleaſed to place 
over them, no one Inſtance can be ſo ſignal a 
Demonſtration, as that of chearfully allowing 
them a decent and liberal Support; or, at 
leaſt, of not defrauding them, by Power, Art, 
or Perfidy, of thoſe Rights Dues and Property, 
which either divine or human Laws have ſet 
ot and preſcrib'd them. 


"Wks Men. expreſs a bountiful Diſpoſition 
towards thoſe, who are employ'd in the Care 
of 


* 1 Cor. ix. 13, 14. 
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of their ſpiritual Welfare, it is a convincing Evi- 
dence, that they have God's. Honour, the Pro- 
motion of Piety and Virtue, and their own 
eternal Salvation much 3 at Heart ; and that .they 
are perfeQly of the ſame Mind with St. Paul. 
*, who, thought the Gift of temporal, for ſpiri- 
tual. Benefits, a moſt profitable and reaſonably 
Exchange; but where no Degree of Bounty, is 
extended to the Support of this facred Profeſſion, 
without the utmoſi Pain and Reluctance; nay, 
where legal Obligations are ſeldom diſcharged, but 
with + Grudging, and as of Neceſſity, and every 
Attempt uſed, that can be thought of, to detract 
from, and violate thoſe Rights, which are eſta- 
bliſh'd to maintain it, the Intereſt of Religion, 
and all moral Goodneſs, in this Situation, muſt 
Garely be given up; nor is it poſſible that any 
Repird to Godlineſs; Juſtice, or comnion Ho- 
neſty, can prevail, where this deteſtable Piece 
of Conduct is practiſed and indulged ; nay, fre 
quently, under the Colour of Law and Property 
the lt avowed and defenided, 


" Me Virtue, and moral Duties of 
every Kind, be therefore allow'd our f chief 
Stake, and real Concern, the contrary of which, 


I fear, may, de much ſuſpected. more need not 
be faid, to new the Neceſſity of 5 com- 


| petent, 
1 110 +. 2 Cor. ix. 7. T Mat. vi. 33. 
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petert, cbmfortable, und chearful Support, 
to that Ofder of Men, upon whoſe Office and 
Influence, the very Being, and Preſervation of 
chole Bleſſings, ſcem mainly to depend; for as 
Diſtreſs and Poverty too frequently breed Con 
tempt and Diſregard, ſo where theſe once take 
Place, all Influence, Authority and Advice muſt 5 
aue fail and be hen pm | 


„Phe FEA obs Paas and N 
wußten of 'this- bur Nation, in every Branch of 
Faith, 'Piety and Matiners, i it muſt, I imagine, 
be of ſome Moment to conſider; how far the 
very Point, L am now upon, has contributed 
to this unhappy Event, and the indiſpenſible 
Neceffty r Bait its farther Progreſs, with 
alt iniaginable” Expedition; ;*to'conſider whether 
God's Miniſters are, of all other Stations and 
Profeffions, the only one beſt adapted to a low, 
diſtreſs'd and contemptible State; and whether, 
m fuchs Bente their Funken can have thei fa- 
kitary Effects, for which'it was inftituted ; whe 
ther” any" Species of Fraud, Injury or Oppreſ⸗ 
fon, cit! be equal, in its Maliznity, and bad 
Coiſequences, to that, which robs the Almighty 
of his — — and thoſe Delegates, whom 


Re bas appointed in his Serviee and the Cauſe 
of Religion, bf that Property, which both Di. 
1110 il vine 


Pf , 25 3. 
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"His: and Human Laws have affign'd them; 
whether that trite and. common Allegation, 


that this Order of Men have too liberal an 


Allowance, and more chan they either deſerve, 


or require, for a reaſonable Support, be not moſt 
unjuſtly. founded ; and whether this ariſes ſo 
much from their real Wants or Demerits, as 


from the avow'd Contempt of all ſacred Things, 


and a fatal Diſpoſition to what's vicious and pro- 
fane ; whether the Charge, of their being inju- 
rious, oppreſſive and exorbitant, can be made 
good againſt them, and not rather, on the Re- 
verſe, directly applicable to their Accuſers; 
and whether, in one Word, the Pretence of 


retrenching them in ſuch Demands, as they have 


not a legal Right to, be fo much to redreſs and 
ſerve the Publick, as to * increa'e the private 
Property and Poſſeſſions of the high, the power- 
ful, and the wealthy Members of this Nation. 


Wenz theſe important and intereſting En- 
quiries but once purſued with an impartial Mind, 
and an honeſt Heart, the unbiaſs d and awak- 

en'd Conſcience would eaſily diſcern, on which 
Side Truth was moſt conſpicuous, and be con- 


vinced, that no Reſolution could be fo juſt or 
uſeful to the Community, as to defend that 
Property, which is made ſacred; to God and Re-, 


ligion; 
* ? Prov. xxii. 16 * # | 5 
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* 
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ligion ; and. if, at any Tins they are conſcious 
of the leaſt Violation, they ought, without De+ 


| lay, to reſtore the impious Spoil, leſt, like that 


of * Achan, in the Camp of the {/raelites, it be 
deemed an accurſed Thing, and expoſe the inju- 
rious Poſſeſſors to the ſevereſt Wrath of offen- 
ded Omnipotence, whilſt it continues * 
them. | 


Ir may, perhaps, be retorted to theſe Ar- 
guments, that the Author of them is himſelf, no 
Doubt, one of that Profeſſion, whoſe Cauſe he 
ſo warmly eſpouſes ; and that Self-intereſt 
and Partiality frequently prompt Men to Senti- 
ments and Aſſertions, which have n ither Truth 
or Reaſon to ſupport tem. j 


To this I ſhall 5 anſwer, That no juſt 
Objection can be aſſign'd, why the Profeſſors of 


a divine Vocation ſhould, rather than thoſe of 


any civil or ſecular Office, be reſtrained in the 
Vindication of thoſe Rights, Dues and Privileges, 
to which they have as well a legal, as a rational 
Title; that theſe are ſo abſolutely neceſſary, 
not only to their own peculiar Comfort and 
Subſiſtence, but to the general Intereſt of Reli - 
gion, and the publick Welfare of Community, 
8 in this Reſpect, are committed to their 

Care 
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Care and Protection, that they, of all Men li- 
ving, were moſt culpable, ſhould they, with In · 
dolence, or Lukewarmneſs, give up the Credit 
and Security of that ſacred Cauſe, which they 
took upon them to ſupport and defend; and 
as to any Falſhoods, or Abſurdities in the Ar- 
guments here offer d, for Ends and Purpoſes of 
ſuch Importance, the Author ſubmits them, in 
the humbleſt Manner, to the Conſcience: and 
Judgment of every impartial Reaſoner ; being 
diſpoſed only to inftru& and reform, and not to 
rail or litigate ; and, if convicted of Miſtakes, 

"moſt readily to retract and amend them. 


I HAvs been the more tedious,. in this ſe- 
cond Cauſe, affign'd for national Sin and Im- 
piety, ariſing from the Contempt, Diſregard, 
and injurious Treatment of religious Miniſters, 
and the neceffary Means of a ſpeedy and effec- 
tual Redreſs, becauſe, no other can poſſibly be 
more evident and pernicious, tho none per- 
haps more generally miſconceiv d, or more ob- 
flinately indulg'd and proſecuted, by Men of all 
Ranks and Degrees amongſt us. I ſhall only 
beg Leave to conclude my Sentiments on this 
Point, with that Declaration made by our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour to all his Subſtitutes and Succeſſors 
in | the Cbriſtian Church; * He that deſpifeth 


you 


* 
„ „ — * 
X. 1 * 
3 
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Jou deſpiſeth me, and he that deſpiſeth me, diſpi- 
eth him that Jent me; intimating plainly, that it 
was not poſſible, the Miniſters of his Goſpel 


could be contumeliouſſy, or injuriouſly treated 
by any, who had a due Regard” for Divine * 
1 ee or Revelation. 


As to the two laſt Cauſes debe of the 
Neglect in temporal Rulers, to reſtrain and pu- 
rmifh Vice, and the powerful Weight and Influ- 
ence of bad Example in Superiors, to propagate 
it among the lower Members of Society ; theſe, 
F preſume- are ſo manifeſt and convincing, that 
ſome very brief Remarks may fuffice, to explain 
* . and TI ron r ee | 

11000 II 31 | 

Wake the Tritt and' Aang of God's 
Laws, the natural Charms of Religion and 
Virtue, and the earneſt Monitions of ſpiritual 
Paſtors, have loſt their prevailing Power over 
the Hearts of Men, and they ſtand abandon d 
to the moſt infamous Exceſſes of Profaneneſs, 
Vice, and Infidelity 3 'tis then, that the Ru- 


| lers of this World are called upon,- with dou- 
ble Zeal and Diligence, to exert their Office, 


and by the Force and Penalties of the ſecu- 
lar . to ſubdue thoſe deſtructive Abomi- 


|; Nations, 


* 1 r 
" - 4 


. xxxil. 1. 
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nations, which, by the | milder Mandates of 


Reaſon, Conſcience and Conviction, could not 


be ſuppreſs'd, or extinguiſh'd. They. are veſ- 
ted by God himſelf with an ample Commiſ- 
ſion for this great Work; for the Execution 
of it, they are cloathed with a ſuperior De- 


gree of * Power and Dignity ; and they have- 
the Honour to repreſent the Supreme Gover- 


nor of the whole Univerſe, in the Promotion- 
of Holineſs, Regularity and on; in ee, 
e Adminiſtrations. 


* every e PEN committed. 
to their Inſpection and Government, how much 
does it concern them, firſt to + inſtitute thoſe 


wiſe and ſeaſonable Laws, which are under 


the ſevereſt Sanctiona to reſtrain all Impiety 


to God, and Injuſtice to Man; and then, in 
Caſe of any Failure or Tranſgreſſion in thoſe 


chaſtiſed, by a condign and adequate f Pu- 


niſhment ; for oft it happens, when ſpiitual 


Rules and Diſcipline have proved ineffeQual, 


for the right Direction of human Conduct, 
that then the Dread of temporal Laws, and 
4 uſtice en executed, have aw'd the 


NM inds 


Prev. vii. 16. + Er. xvü. 20. f 1 Pet. 


8. 3 


: a has * _— 7 * n 
* 2 1 * 
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Made of the Licentious into ah tn 
| and Obedience. ' (30248 


214 gat? 04 Sve 212060 % 412617 
b this! of agp eee who 
* Wiekedneſo of every Kind reigns with a 
moſt daring and unbounded Sway, it muſt. be 
own'd, that Laws we have eſtabliſhed, ' and 
well calculated, for the due Diſcouragement 
and Correction of evety Crime, which the 


Corruption of our Nature is-expos'd- to; but 


what avails the Inſtitution of ſuch Laws, or 
ralber, hat Miſchiefs do they not create ? For 
I ſhall ever regard this as a moſt infallible 
Truth, that Laws unexecuted are much more 
pernicious to the Welfare of Society than no 
Laws at all; and that it were rather better 
to truſt Men, even to their on Reaſoning 
and Conviction, about the Guiit and evil Con- 
ſequences, of an impious or immoral Ac- 
tion, than to form Laws and Penalties, ſor 
no other End, than to be deſpiſed and tram- 
pled upon, as Things contrived, ay for Shew 
and: Ceremony, and not N Uſe or 
er eie Sf 


Tut moſt ſuccesstol Method, no Doubt, 
is both to eſtabliſh and + execute; without 


11 this 
El ly. 1. f N Wu. 3. 


= % 
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this there can be no Security in any Natian, 
either for Piety or Juſtice, where Qarryption. 
and Depravity of Manners have ſo long pre- 
_ yail'ds but, as thoſe in Power: and Authority 
require nom nd new Laws, for dhe. Bxecu- 
tion of hat are already inſtituted; andꝭ as 
the putting ſuch in due Force, muſt inevi- 
tably curb the haughtieſt Infidel, Libertine, or 
| Tranſꝑreſſor of any Kind amongſt us] let 
thein ſerjoblly conſiders. what they have o an- 
ſwer, to God, and their County, Abe, by 2 
voluntary, ſupine, or unconcerhed: & Neglect, 
uſe not thoſe Means they are veſted; with, fot 
the Reſtaration of Religion, Vietus, and public 
Mellard hoc 0 Dil 25 11 CJ #! 10¹. i197} 
232d. 20h, eee 31, 3603 bus, ; Nic 3s ews.l 
Bur bree 1. Bower and Aus 
of Superior may be, or ſtrict the Ex- 
Fr of Laws againſt notorious Offenders; 
this alone will not be! ſuſicient, to giveiian 
_ effecual Check to theoprevailing Sins: di any 
Communitys f, by a virtuous Liſe, and good Ex: 
ample, /thaſe; very +:Supegors; do not theme 
ſelves recommend the Practice of all: reli 
gious and moral Duties to ſubordinate Mem- 


3 in their on Condutt and 


ents, ſincere Abhoprence of chat Gale 
for 


241 
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oHöther Men. 747 11. 1 it N 3 
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To puniſh thoſe Vices, conſequently; "Ws 
which themſelves are prone, muſt either prove 


them partial by making ſach Crimes the 


Motives of ' Severity to- their inferior Bre- 
hren; which are the Objects of their own 
Indulgeses:3- or infineere, by pretending to 
oenſure tliat in others, as offenſive and injuri- 


dun, which they ſeem to think in themiſelves 


allowable,-or, ut leaſt, ö 


Moment: 1 


Su. oft 2320224 yy 2 25's qt ü 4m 
Ir inſt W ae a very bad Grace, I ap: 
pichend; and no conſiderable Influence, that 
a impidus: Blaſphemier- ſhall undertake to pu- 


hiſt a profane Sweater; an open Deſpiſet 


of God's Worſhip, correct a Sabbath · breaker; 
or: avi exalted Oppteſſor, ſhew the higheſt 
Indignation againſt a petty Thief f. In In- 
ſtances of this Kind, the Sanctions and Pe- 
naltles of Law, loſe their proper Weight and 
Authority; and when they are executed with 


Rigour, not from Conſcience and Principle, 


but from Paſſion, Prejudice, Intereſt, or the 
Pride of Domineering, and maintaining Cha- 
ü G | rater | 


us vi. 41, 42. f Ro- ii. 21, 22, 23. 
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racter and Power ſich a Diſcharge of magi- 
ſterial Duty, will never ſurely give that eſſce- 
tual Diſcouragement to Iniquity, for n 
wps intended. 5 i gen Ai r 


— 
» 
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„Tun High in Stations HK and: Fortune, 
are." thoſe--reſplendent [3 Lights placed on am 
Ewinence, which are to direct. all beneath them; 
and as Mariners! conſult) the; Potion of the 
beavenly Bodies, | for their ſafer Conduct, in 28 
long and r ugcertain Voyage, ſo da de / lower 
Multitude look up to their Superiots, and from 
wem derive the Plan and Model of their un 
Behaviour: If there they diſcover the Luſtre 
of true Piety, and the F amiable Graces! of 
and -powerfully. warm' d to imitate che great 
and bright Example; but if in that exalted 
Original, there is nothing conſpicudus, beſides 
the falſe and deluſive Charms of an» impious, 


ſenfual, and vicious Drapery, they are as ſuro4 


lyzi by the dangerous Enchantiuenit of this 
Tgnis futuus, or deceitful Glare of Pleaſure, 
miſguided into the Road of Error, Sin and De- 
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r- then the Supreme, the Mighty, und 
Powerful; amiongſt us, but conſider the impor-" 
tant Truſt repoſed in their Hands, the '** "Fas 
lent committed to their Charge, and the Hap- 
pineſs they ae capable of effecting, and they 
cinmot ſurely - in this: Seaſon of Dunger refuſe 
their Aid and Concurrence, to reform and 
pieſetve their almoſt expiring Country; and 
by che Reſtoration of a f god Example, in 
the elevated Sphere they poſſeſs, attempt to 
recover the Community they preſide over, 
into a true Senſe of God and Religion, a ſtea - 
dy Adherence to Piety and Virtue, and a 
conſequent Security of univerſal Felicity, Peace, 
and providential Protection. Then will they 
truly repreſent that Almighty Being, whoſe 
t Vice-gerents they are upon Earth, and their 
good Works will naturally flow down to the 
lower Members of every ſubordinate Rank, 
like the fragrant Oil on Aaron's Head, which 
deſcended firſt to his Beard, and from thence 
to 1 of his CESS 


Ts me | condiity with this bunible pet 
tion to the Almighty that he would ſo vouchſafe 
to inſpire the Hearts of all among us, that every 

; Man, 


„ Lukt Aix. 1 Sam; XXiIl. 5 
1 4 7 1 34. pe 2 
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Man, in his reſpeckive State and Vocation, 
would ſpeedily contribute to em thatrimpe- 
tuous Torrent of Viet and Inſidelityſ which 

are ready to overwhelm us 3. andi theft by a 
IG Repentance and Amendment, from 
the; preſent, ſinful, Courſe this Nation, ſeems 
abandon d to, they may, by their on Res- 
ſoning and Conviſtion, and not by the dread · 
ful Effects of Divine Viſitation be: brought to 
a true * of f thejr manifold/Tranſgrefſions 
AMEN. Mag Noch na bezwole gd 
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